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SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE CANNOT BE ATTAINED WITHOUT A PERFECT MASTER

SHRI HANS JI MAHARAJ

ear Premies, Onlya perfect

living master can reveal
the perfect name of ‘God’,
help us realize that primordial
vibration which stills the mind
and is the source of utmost
peace and bliss. Saint Kabirdas
ji has described the Word in
the following verse:

“Shabd bina surati
aandhari, kaho kahan ko jaye

Dwar na pave shabd ka,
phir-phir bhatka khaye

Koti naam sansaar mein,
tate mukti na hoye

Aadi naam jo gupt jap,
bujhe birla koi”

The Surati is blind without
being anchored to the Word,
where else can it go? Unable
to find the door to the ‘Word’,
one keeps revolving in the
cycle of life and death. God is
called by a multitude of names
in this world, but none that
help attain salvation. Only a
handful know the ‘Primordial
Name’ which is remembered
secretly within.

The ‘Primordial Name’
mentioned by Kabirdas ji
cannot berevealed by saints or
masters of previous centuries,
neither can it be explained
through the written or spoken
words; Guru Nanakdev ji also
said:

“Eko simaro nanaka, jal
thal rahyo samaya”

Remember that one True

Name  which
pervades all the
water, earth, all

life. This ‘Holy
Name’ can only
be realized

through the
grace of a living
Perfect Master.
The root of life,
the ‘Primordial
Vibration’
cannot be
destroyed in
any age, and
the knowledge
of this Holy
Name exists in
this age too.
Lord Ram, and

Lord  Krishna

became disciples of their
Gurus during their time.
Similarly, you too can benefit
from living Perfect Masters.
You must also think about
the fact that upon dying this
body will perish, however the
‘aatma’ or the soul is eternal.
It cannot be destroyed. It
either adopts a new body,
or it becomes one with the
supreme divine.

All  incarnations, great
saints and ‘True-Masters’
that have lived became one
with God due to attainment
of ‘Self-Realization’. God rests
in our hearts, and thus the
Perfect Master who is God in

human form rests itin our
hearts too. A Spiritual Master
that imparts the wisdom
of Spiritual knowledge and
helps us realize the ‘One’ that
permeates all life, is bound to
have the Divine knowledge of
past incarnations, and great
spiritual masters. Won’t the
essence of Saint Kabirdas ji’s
soul rest within such a Divine
Master? We must think about
this deeply. We too need to
attain the Spiritual Knowledge
possessed by the Masters.
People often say that first
one must eliminate lust, anger,
greed, and attachment. Only
then can Spiritual knowledge
be attained. People keep
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talking of removing ignorance,
all the while being in the
dark themselves. There is no
such thing as ignorance. For
instance, | wasn’t present at
this venue before. If there
was an attendance register,
| would have been marked
absent. But now that | am
present here, what has
happened to my absence?
People would remark that
my absence has vanished,
or destroyed, or no longer
exists. However, absence is
not an entity in itself. It only
exists when | am not present.
My presence has a form, my
absence does not. Similarly,
the absence of knowledge
is ignorance. The absence of
sunlight is darkness. Darkness
is not an entity. That is why,
in order to dispel ignorance,
knowledge is essential, just as
light is to eliminate darkness.
However, one cannot attain
‘Spiritual Knowledge’ without
a Spiritual Master.

“Bin guru hoi ki gyan,
gyan ki hoi virag bin

Gawahin ved-puran, sukh
ki lahahin hari bhagati bin”

In our holy texts and
scriptures, it is said that no
one can attain the knowledge
of God without a Spiritual
Master; and there can be no
devotion without knowledge
and no liberation without
devotion. Our scriptures are
filled with the glory of the

Spiritual teacher because it is
the Guru who helps us realize
the Primordial Word, and the
Divine Light which are beyond
the grasp of the five senses,
the mind and intellect of man.
Saint Tulsidas ji said-

“Shri guru pad nakh mani
gan jyoti.

Sumirat divya drishti hiya
hoti.”

By meditating upon the
Spiritual  Master’s  form,
divine sight is realized.

“Karandhaar satguru drid
nava

Durlabh saaj sulabh kari
pava”

In the Ramcharitmanas,
Lord Ram himself remarks on
the greatness of the Perfect
Master (Satguru). The human
body is the boat that can help
us cross this ocean of life and
death, and the Spiritual Master
steers our boat through the
trials of this worldly ocean.
It is the Master that helps us
harness our boat to achieve
the rare and difficult chance
of realizing God.

We have received this
human body to liberate
ourselves from the cycle of
life and death. We have God'’s
blessing through this human
form, but are we utilizing the
benefit of this blessing? Not
at all. When will we benefit
from the Lord’s blessing?

“Ram kripa nasahin sab
roga, Jo ehin bhanti bane

sanyoga

Satguru vaid vachan
vishwasa, sanyam yeh na
vishay kar asha”

What is the purpose of
human life? Devotion to God
is like the life giving sanjeevani
herb, that eliminates all
suffering, and that devotion
comes from adopting the
teachings of a Perfect Master.
Resolute faith in the Satguru’s
teachings is the only way
to attain devotion that can
lead to salvation. All other
solutions are of no avail. God’s
devotion has been described
as the ‘Divine Light’'—

“Ram bhakti chintamani
sundar. Basahin garud jake
ur andar.

Param prakash roop din
rati. Nahin chahiye kachhu
diya ghrit bati”

Devotion to the Lord is like
a shining jewel, and the heart
in which it rests experiences
the Supreme Divine Light
which shines day and night,
and needs no external lamp,
wick or oil to be lit.

In the Geeta, Lord Krishna
tells Arjun to cast aside all
other rituals and religious
practices and seek only
his shelter. In doing so, he
would be free him from all
sin. Only devotion to God is
true religion. People do not
understand this. Only through
devotion can one attain
salvation.
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