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disciple. After preparing the tobacco, the devotee thought, “How
is it? I'd better taste a little and see!”

Shivaji was watching and thought indignantly, “What kind
of devotee is he! He is tasting the tobacco before the Master! [ am
always around the Master, yet I would never even think of eating
before he does!” His sense of self-righteousness increased even
more.

The devotee brought the tobacco to Ramdas, who asked,
“Did you prepare this?” “Yes, Master,” answered the disciple.
“Very well. How did you know that it was ready? Bring me the
thing you used to find out.” Shivaji was standing there, awaiting
his chance to expose that disciple.

The devotee went inside a room. A little while later he came
out, staggering, and holding a tray. Shivaji wondered why he was
staggering. Then he saw that the disciple had cut out his tongue
and was bringing it to Ramdas, as if to say, ““Yes, I tasted it to see
if it was ready.” Shivaji was overcome. He thought, “The Master
has disciples before whom I, Shivaji, ruler of all Maharashtra, am
nothmg"’

It is said, “Guru is the potter, and his -dlsc1ple is the pot.
While moulding it, the potter removes flaws by supportmg it
inside with one hand and pounding it on the outside.” If there is a
flaw in the vessel, the potter uses his skill to fix it. The Master is
like that. He gives support and consolation inside, and outside he
knocks you into shape A devotee is not perturbed by the knocks.
He knows that this is happening to keep him on the right track.

Once, during a satsang program, Guru Govind.Singh said,
“I want the head of a devotee!” The people in the audience asked
each other, “What has happened to our Guru? First he was
asking for a mere ten percent dedication and now he wants our
heads!” They got up and started to leave. However, one devotee
came forward and said, “Lord,I will give you my head.” The
Guru took that man inside his tent. People heard a cry and saw
blood flowing out from under the tent. Then the"Guru came out
and said, “I want one more head.” Another devotee stood up and
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said, “Lord, take mine.”” The same thing happened and blood
came out from the tent. In all, only five devotees came forward.
After the fifth, the Master called out for more, but there was
nobody left to hear. They had all run away. Inside that tent, he
had cut a goat’s head, so that blood would be seen. He only did
that to see how many true disciples he had. He was testing their
faith. Those five became famous, and the rest are forgotten.
There are so many stories like this from those times. People used
to rival each other for service.

What can be done in the way of devotion? First of all,
people’s hearts should be awakened by satsang. People receive
Knowledge like that. Even bloodthirsty people who take a gun in
one hand to shoot animals and grab the throat of a saint with the
other, can be changed. If such people receive Knowledge, think
how much blood will be spared! You may kill an evil man, but
you cannot kill evil. You may execute an unrighteous person, but
you will not destroy unrighteousness like this. Another evil
person will take his place. Only satsang can transform people. It
is said, ‘“He who upholds righteousness is protected by it.”



PART SIX

Questions and answers

Why is it said that a soul can become lost?

Definitely there is a meaning to it. If you do not evolve, you
reach a state of limbo; you stagnate and don’t proceed any
further. Then, in that stage you are definitely lost. If something is
moving and the power to move is taken away, and that thing stays
in limbo, what will happen?.Its momentum will gradually be used
up. Now, take one second of that, one fraction of a second. What
is that stage? If you do not know where you are, then at that
fraction of a second you are nowhere, because you have not
reached your destination. If someone is lost they can also find the
way. It doesn’t mean lost forever. If you get lost in New York
City, you can find your way again, can’t you? So somebody who
knows the way can get lost also, and someone who is lost can also
find the way. The probability is definitely there. But losing means
instead of going to the source, instead of reaching spiritual
perfection, you think that maybe material perfection is
everything.

For instance, in the past 30 years or so you have had some
experiences—not all, but some. Now, maybe you think that the
culmination of life is to become a superstar. Now, you buy that,
but you don’t buy. what comes with it. You think that you’l be at
peace if you become a superstar, so you strive for that and put all
your energy into it. When you achieve your ambition you find
that you live in hell. You can’t walk down the street because
people grab at you. You can’t go into"a store, and your life
becomes hell. So even if a bird is kept in a diamond cage, still it’s
a cage. The bird is not free. Even,if you become a diamond
superstar and have suits like Liberace, still you’re in darkness.
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Then your soul is lost, because the purpose of life is a spiritual
one but you took a detour, you took a different direction. So with
that experience, with that knowledge, you’li feel that this was not
real, that maybe something else is real, and that experience of
‘something else is real’ becomes a spiritual evolutionary step.
That becomes the launchpad to usher you into spirituality.

When somebody who is very dear to you dies and you go to
his funeral, what do you experience there? It depends on your
attachment. If your attachment was strong, you will feel that
everything is worthless and futile, because you thought that your
attachment was real and everlasting. When that broke, you have
the feeling that the world is nothing, and that experience pushes
you towards spiritual things, towards reality.

That is why when Buddha saw a dead man, it shook him. He
thought that if we are all going to die, then what is everlasting?
The second thing he saw was a sick man, and that shook him. He
wondered how we can escape being sick. Then he saw an old man
and thought, ‘ How can we get away from old age?’

People get educated by certain experiences in life. So many
people took LSD, and from that they experienced that the world
is unreal. So that became a stepping-stone.

How can we understand that God is loving us?

If Mr X. loves me, how will I know? Suppose he comes to
my house and says, “You are a nice fellow,” and gives me a car, I
will think that this is fantastic and that he loves me very much.
But there are ways to drive a car. If I drive that car wrongly I can
die, and if I use the car carefully then I can be benefitted by the
presence of that car.

In the same way, we believe that God loves us because He
has given us so many things—Ilife itself, Nature. We see that
things were made in such a way that one thing completes another.
There is grass, there are trees, earth, and, one thing after another,
they make the picture complete and satisfying. To make scenery
you have to have trees, grass, mountains; and to make it satisfying
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you have to have everything of Nature. So when we see Nature
existing and we see that this entire planet has been made for us,
then we can accept this as a gift and use this in a proper fashion,
just as uranium can be used for therapy, benefitting man, or it can
be used for atom bombs. So that is the gift. The use is up to us.
We have the choice to use it rightly or wrongly. That choice is
ours, and because we have that freedom, we believe that someone
who loves us gave us that freedom.

How can we know what is the proper tension, the proper balance in
our lives?

The more you meditate, the more balance you have in life. A
man who doesn’t meditate can’t understand that, but people who
have done meditation understand that the more you meditate the
more balance you get. So I think that balance can only come from
a spiritual life in which you perform meditation. You have
worldly obligations and with those you blend spirituality. After
you get the spiritual experience you say,.‘‘Okay, I have to work
this much for my living, and this much action performed in the
world will give me enough food and clothing, enough time to do
spiritual practice.” I think that it is on the basis of the spiritual
experience that you can balance yourself. It naturally happens.
When you throw a log in the water it does not swim-—it does not
have the power to swim. It floats with the water. So in meditation
you throw yourself into that stream of life, it picks you up and
you can go with that.

How can we actually see and know God for sure?

We have to break these three dimensions, because man is a
three-dimensional being. If you go past these dimensions, then
you can see. That is why the scriptures talk about being above,
overcoming the sensory organs, mind and intellect. If you pass
beyond them, if you overcome them, then you can see God as
God is. Otherwise, you’ll be perceiving God either with your
intellect or with your mind, and trying to make God something
which God is not. That is why the scriptures say that people have
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to go beyond mind and intellect; they have transcend all the
working organs and sensory organs (karmindriya and
gyanindriya). Cross over them, jump over them, and then
experience Ged as God is. Otherwise, the experience of God will
not be pure. It will be diluted.

How does a person overcome weakness?

See, any weakness which a person has basically comes from
the weakness of his mind. For example, if your stomach is not
functioning properly, there’ll be diseases in your body. Isn’t that
correct? In the same way, if your mind is not concentrated, if
your mind is not getting spiritual food, then there are weaknesses.
So actually, directly and indirectly, when a person meditates, the
meditation itself will remove all the weaknesses that he sees
through introspection. Through Knowledge one is contented in
himself. Through meditation all the desired results are achieved.

For example, I am sitting in a car. Even though my vision,
my power to see, is perfectly normal, if there is mud on the glass I
cannot see properly. So what I do is get out of the car, clean my
windshield, and then I can see properly. Likewise, right before a
person who is sitting to meditate, are all his karmas on the
windshield. The karmas are simply there, clouding his vision.
“Simply by shooting an arrow into the sky I can tie the sky into
one bundle, but I cannot control this mind,” said Arjuna. His
karmas were right there before him. That is why patience is
requlred When a person was in hls mother s womb he waited for
nine months.

But he had no choice!

So here also there is no choxce, there is no choice anywhere
Really. From one point of view I simply believe that people have
no choice. So, first of all, a person has to clean his windshield
before he can see clearly.

It seems like ‘Catch-22°: you can’t meditate because of karmas yer
you can’t remove karmas without meditation.
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No, you can definitely meditate even if you have that
windshield of karmas, but the point is that your vision will be
clouded. The point I’'m making about karma is that you can
simply see, but because the dirty windshield is there, you are not
going to see clearly. You can definitely see something right before
you, but it’s not going to be clear. I'm not saying that you will
remove karmas if you have a clear vision. What I am saying is that
you should get out of the car, clean the windshield, and then you
will have clear vision. That is why I’m talking about patience. For
example, because of certain attachments to the world, or due to
certain bad karmas, a person is not in a position to completely
concentrate his mind. But if he tries again and again —as Krishna
tells Arjuna, ‘..with patience and with the power of
perserverance, pursue this path”-—he will achieve concentration.
If your mind completely flies in the world, try to concentrate it,
capture that thing, fix it on the Word of God, and slowly with this
practice you will achieve concentration..

For example, a river hits a rock. By simply hitting once or
twice the river is not eroding that rock. It is the constant flow of
the river that completely changes the shape of the land mass. So
maybe your mind doesn’t remove the karma, but the constant
perserverance of the mind will definitely erode the karmas.

Can karmas only be erased by meditation?

Yes, or by suffering it. One example: A person steals
something and he is put in jail, and after his sentence he is said to
be free. But in jail that man builds up karmas. He meets so many
criminals that he becomes a big thief. Even stealing once doesn’t
make him a real thief, but after leaving jail he becomes a one
hundred percent criminal!

If you have perfect concentration, you’ll have a perfect
experience. If your concentration is lacking, you’ll have a
different experience. It depends on your efforts. One day your
effort’is there, and you’ll have complete concentration. You put
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all your efforts there, the mind is clear and you can concentrate.
Effort itself is a karma.

Is your effort determined by previous karmas’?

By previous karmas and by karmas which are present now.
Listening to satsang, coming to satsang, is a karma. Now, if you
are encouraged spiritually, if you get satsang, if you get your
doubts removed, and you sit in meditation, apply all your energy
and your mind becomes concentrated, then you’ll have a good
experience. But see, meditation should be for the sake of
meditation alone. Good experience comes when you don’t want
anything. When you go above your wants, then you can have a
good experience.

Isn’t having a family and living a good life and trying to be a good
person what life is all about?

Having a family, having a social life, having a job, having an
education, all that adds up to human life. But what ishumanlife
for? Ultimately the answer is that human life is for achieving total
satisfaction. Have you ever heard of induction? Induction means,
if we have a north pole, then automatically a south pole will be
existing; if we have a south pole then automatically we will have a
north pole—it’s automatic. That’s logic. In the same way, we
have a coil of wire, and if we pass electricity through that, then it
becomes a transformer, it’s induced to a higher or a lower
potential. In the same way, we are human beings and we have this
physical body. At the same time, because we are south poles, we
are looking for a north pole automatically. It has to be
somewhere. And that north pole becomes the unknown factor,
like a mysterious or mystic experience. So being in the physical
world we automatically project spirituality and recycle that, just
as in a magnet the polarity, the magnetic force, recycles from
north pole to south and then back again. So we in our lives want
to complete that cycle. That’s why people seck harmony between
materialism and spirituality. Everybody wants to achieve that.
Everybody wants to have mental peace and to be perfect in the



Questions and answers 93

world. You cannot say that man is like a cog in a wheel or that
man is like a robot—you cannot say that. A man is something
more than that, because man has spirit, man has mind, and that
mind wants satisfaction. People get confused by the word
‘meditation’. Many people think that it is imagining something,
or concentrating on a physical light like a candle, or maybe having
a picture of God before you and just gazing at that; but that’s not
meditation. Real meditation is knowing God and concentrating
on God.

Yes, but who is God?

That’s why the Knowledge is important. That’s what you
have to understand. Knowledge means to know. Once we have
the experience of God, then that experience is Knowledge. Then
you definitely know what God is. The scriptures talk about God
being Light. They talk about God being the Word. Now, why
does the Bible say, “In the beginning was the Word?”” Let me
explain it to you. The primordial energy was the Word in the
beginning. We can only imagine God, Jehovah, to be like a huge
superman. And that Word was with Him. But though the Word
is also with us, due to ignorance, due to nescience, due to that
cloud of ignorance, we do not know that the Word is with us. For
example, the sun is shining, then the clouds come and suddenly it
turns dark. When dust falls on a mirror, the mirror doesn’t show
anything. So that’s the situation. Due to the illusion of maya, due
to the materialism of the world, we have got dust on our mirror,
and it’s not reflecting. The function of a spiritual teacher is like a
mirror—he shows who you are, what you are. You have these two
wonderful eyes; you can see beautiful things in the world, but can
you see your own face? Why not? That’s why we need a mirror.
By our brains, by our gray matter, we can know so many things.
The problem is, we cannot know ourselves. It doesn’t have that
capacity.
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Can you meditate while doing other things?

You can meditate 24 hours a day. See, you can actually go
out and do your shopping and meditate all the time. That’s
feasible. Have you ever ridden a bicycle? Have you ever taken a
second person along with you? Now, you are pedalling, you are
talking; you are balancing yourself, you ring the bell and look
here and there. So many things are happening at the same time.
But where is your mind? It is on the road, your attention is on the
road. In the same way, your organs could be doing what they are
assigned to do—your eyes could be seeing, your mouth could be
speaking, your ears could be hearing, your nose could be
smelling—and at the same time, your mind could be in unison
with God. Each organ has a different function, and the function
of the mind is to meditate. You can think about your girlfriend,
your money, or your business, and this thinking causes problems,
so the best thing to think about is God, and be in the world, but
not of the world. Jesus said, “I and my Father are One”, and, “I
am in the Father and the Father is in me.”” The problem is that
we all know that God is within us, but we are not in God. Only
through meditation do we go in God, merge in God. This is the
‘climax of human life.

Is Knowledge a religion?

The spreading of Knowledge is a movement; it’s always a
movement. The Jews, the Christians, the Hindus, the Buddhists
all have organized religions. They believe in the Law; they believe
in everything. But Knowledge is a movement because Knowledge
can fit into anything. Spiritual evolution can fit into anything.
But if that spiritual evolution is dogmatized, if you have togo to a

‘church and do certain rituals and believe certain things, then that

spiritual evolution becomes a religion afterwards. Actually,
“Knowledge itself is not a movement, but the people who have
Knowledge participate in a movement. There is no conflict.
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It seems 10 me that there is so much more going on than only my
conscious mind....

There are four levels. One level is unconsciousness, above
that is subconsciousness, above that is consciousness, and on top
of everything is supreme consciousness, or God-consciousness.
Unconsciousness is dead matter, like a book, a chair or a stone.
Subconsciousness is like the radioactive material which has half-
life, or like plants. When a creature becomes self-conscious, it
supersedes subconsciousness. When consciousness becomes
aware of itself, it actually no longer remains as consciousness. It
becomes superconsciousness, supreme consciousness.

In the Old Testament, God said, ‘I am that I am”—I am
meaning existence. Doesn’t that give you some idea about
existence? When I say I am it also means constant, something that
is perpetual. If you say / am, in past, present and future, I am
means that which survives through past, present and future,’
which is permanent, immortal and everlasting. Now, something
perpetual and ever-existing is God only. That is why the Indian
scriptures describe God as Sat-Chit-Anand. Sat means Truth,
chir means consciousness, and anand means bliss. So they say that
God is Truth, that God is everlasting, constant, immortal. The
energy-mass equation says the same thing—that energy is neither
created nor is it destroyed. That’s a scientific law; it’s called the
law of conservation of energy.

How do we know for sure that we are meditating?

I'll ask you a question now. Do you need a flashlight to see
the sun? Why not? Same thing with meditation, because
meditation automatically means Light. It will unfold
automatically before you. It is self-illuminating; you don’t need a
flashlight or a torch to see it.

In the Bible it is written, “God is Light and in Him there is
no darkness”. Also, Moses experienced the ‘burning bush’.
Likewise, you wili experience that Divine Light right within
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yourself. You’ll be knowing for yourself; the experience will
speak for itself.

Actually, meditation goes on 24 hours a day. Let me explain.
I receive a telegram that my father is sick. Now, I love my father
very much. When I get the telegram, automatically my mind goes
to my father. I keep remembering my father constantly. In the
same way, God-consciousness means that you are aware,
conscious of God 24 hours a day. It’s not limited to sitting in a
formal posture.

How does a person become devoted?

He becomes more egoless. Devotion is your natural self.
When you were a small kid, what were you? Something in the
arms of your mother. So devotion is being that. Devotion is
actually being an infant. Now people want a shortcut trip. There
is no short way to that. The only way to do that is through service,
through shedding your pride and accepting that anything that
happens in the world is something that is going to make you
spiritually strong in the world: When something bad happens,
people go to pieces. In one Sanskrit work it is said that if
something bad happens, many people will abandon that work. If
someone threatens you, you say, “I’'m not doing this!” Many
people if something bad happens in the middle of the work, they
abandon it. But wise people, even if they suffer, they keep on with
their devotion. They are called wise. Success and failure, life and
death, fame and defamation—these six things are in the hands of
God. Nobody can escape these things. You cannot escape success
or failure, you cannot escape life and death. Everybody has to go
through this. One really has to take this as something which is
going to improve the soul.

Why do I have 1o listen to satsang before receiving Knowledge?

When a farmer wants to sow some seeds, before sowing he
ploughs the field, clears everything away, and then he sows the
seeds. In the same way, your heart has to be ploughed. And once
your heart is ploughed, once you become pure, then the seed of
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the experience of God can be imparted to you. What is that
experience? It is not just believing, it is not just imagining,
because we don’t sit and imagine things. No, it is not that. It is
something beyond imagination.

If I touch a cable and that cable has an insulator of rubber or
plastic, because of that rubber I won’t feel anything. If I remove
the rubber and then touch the wire, I get a shock. We can
compare Knowledge to that shock. If you don’t have insulation, if
you don’t have that darkness surrounding you, you have a
fantastic experience.

Take an orange, for instance. If you taste the skin, the peel, it
is very bitter, but if you take out the bitter part, you taste the
sweetness within. It’s like throwing away the darkness, removing
the insulation and tasting the essence.

It is sacred, it is holy. To open the third eye, we have to have
the technique of spiritual insight, and this is where you have to be
sincere to receive that. It’s just like if I put water in a pot that has
many holes it will leak out; it will all flow away. So in the same
way, you should not have holes of confusion or doubt. And that’s
why, in this preparatory period—Ilike the nine months in the
mother’s womb—what happens is that all these doubts are
removed and you becomz a fine container, so when we pour down
Knowledge, nothing leaks out. Once you understand what you
are getting, then automatically you receive it. The Master gives
and the disciple receives. What you experience is Knowledge.

Once I get Knowledge that’s it, isn’t it?

You plant a seed in the ground, you don’t plant a huge tree.
That's impossible. Automatically that small seed grows and
becomes a plant. Spirituality is not like a trip that you get into for
maybe three or four years. Spirituality is a way of life. Once you
are initiated into spirituality then actually you have to live that life
and evolve spiritually and finally merge into the infinite, because
merging in the infinite is salvation. It’s like a sugar cube—the
cube has length, breadth and height. Now, if you put it into
water, what happens? The length dissolves, the breadth dissolves,
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the height dissolves. In the same way, these dimensions totally
dissolve in infinity.

When will I experience that?

The situation is more like the small me and the bigger Me.
Now, the small me wants to break out and experience the bigger
Me. Take the example of a bottle. You have the inner space and
then the outer space. Or if you draw a circle, you have the space
inside the circle and automatically you have the space outside the
circle. So, in the same way, as with everybody, we have the small
self and we have the bigger Self. These are known as atman and
paramatman. Atman is the individual soul, and Paramatman is
the Universal Soul. Now you are actually passing the stage where
you are starting to break that barrier, that finiteness, and merge
into the infinite. This is happening. It isn’t over yet—it is taking
place. Just like an egg breaks up: that little thing evolves into the
bigger one.

When you break a bottle, the space inside the bottle loses its
finiteness, it becomes infinite. When the bottle is closed, the
space inside is finite, but once the bottle is broken, the space
becomes infinite, and that is called liberation. But you have to
break the bottle. It is only through meditation that you ¢an do it.
It’s not a physical process. You don’t punch your way out like
Muhammed Ali. You have to evolve. Definitely, you have to
evolve.

I can’t deny what I see, and my worldly experience....

The point is, that living in the world you have many
different experiences, and when you see happiness and sorrow,
then you see that there is no permanence, everything seems to be
temporary. Then automatically you will look for something which
is permanent. There is only one thing permanent, there is only
one thing constant, and that is the speed of light. See, if you can
merge in the light, you automatically become constant. Seeing
and enjoying this world makes you understand that it is
temporary; it’s more like a Holiday Inn. You go there, stay

. Vé
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awhile, enjoy and leave. And the cash you are spending are the
opportunities you have, all the potential you have, the choices you
make.

There is the spiritual life, and there is the material life.
Correct? You can only give a fair judgement if you are above the
two. So in order to make a fair choice, you have to have
Knowledge; you have- to be above. If you only have the
experience of one type of life—the material, not the spiritual—
then how can you know? How can you decide correctly?

How is it possible a person could be constantly happy in this world?

That level of constant happiness is called the middle path.
You can achieve it. That’s feasible. Do you have any doubts about
it? It’s like the story of Sukdev Muni who came to King Janak
and asked to receive the Knowledge. King Janak said, “Okay,
wait. ”” He kept him waiting for eleven months. Then he invited
him in and put many different kinds of food before him and as he
was about to eat, the King hung a naked sword above his head. So
Sukdev Muni was eating, but his mind was totally on the sword.
He was thinking, ‘ Oh, maybe it will fall and kill me.’ He was
ready to move away at any moment. After he had finished the
meal, the King asked him, “How was the food?” Sukdev said,
“Well, I ate it all, but my mind was on the sword.” Then King
Janak said, ““Live like this in the world. Have God-consciousness,
and at the same time enjoy, do everything in the world.” That
was the message.

Then there was a second test. Janak gave Sukdev a pot full of
oil, and said, “Go and see my palace and my queens. But there
will be two guards behind you, and if you spill even one drop of
this oil, they’ll cut off your head.” So Sukdev went very carefully
right through the palace, and returned to the King, who asked,
“Which onie did you like?”’ Sukdev said, “I didn’t see anybody;
my mind was totally on this bowl.” And King Janak said,
“Behave like that; be like that.”” That is why it is said: “Be in
the world, but be not of the world”.
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If someone achieves God-realization, does that mean he’s in bliss all
the time and never unhappy?

We have happiness and sorrow. My understanding is that
God-realization is to be above duality of matter. If you use the
word ‘bliss’ to mean the opposite of unhappiness, or something
like that, then that bliss is not the stage that I am talking 2bout.
Then I have to use a scientific term, which is ‘inertness’. Inside a
bulb there is inert gas. This gas will not burn the filament; it will
not combine with oxygen; it will not burn. Inert means inactive.
If you are in the duality of happiness and sorrow, up and down,
then you are totally in the world. You can be happy, but then
after that you will definitely experience unhappiness. It is just
like a wave—you go up, you come down. You have to come down.
But when we talk about inertness, we believe that there is no
wave, no amplitude, and there is just one line, a straight line. This
is the point; this is why we call bliss -—saz-chir-anand—truth
consciousness, and bliss. But if you are going to interpret bliss to
be a duality, an opposite of something, then that bliss is not the
stage I am talking about.

Bur what do you mean by ‘mind’? What is your definition of the
mind?

Let me give you ar example first. You are seeing me now,
right? You can see these people here. If I switch off the light,
what happens? Now, we know that darkness is the absence of
light, but even the absence of light has existence. If darkness has
existence and darkness controls my life, what will happen to me?
Mind is not total darkness; darkness is something more than that.
The mind is like a car. Imagine going at a speed of a hundred
miles an hour at night with no lights on. It’s like that. We all want
to reach the destination, but we use the mind in the darkness
toward the wrong thing. So we need light in order to see our path.
That must be there. If we don’t have it, then we cannot perceive
properly. First we have to have light to understand what the mind
is. Darkness can only be understood by experiencing light.
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So we can say that not knowing how to move that energy, not
knowing how to benefit from that energy, makes us nescient,
ignorant. That nescience, that darkness, dominates our life. We
are controlled by darkness. So, all the things that we see become
negative to us. All the things that we do become negative because
they are coming from the darkness. It’s like even though vou
approach the right man and try to shake hands with him, in the
dark you may end up putting your hands on his mouth or
something like that. In the darkness all kinds of crazy things
happen; even though you have the potential to do right, you don’t
do it right. There is such a big possibility, so many combinations
and permutations. It’s like betting on the horses with odds of a
thousand to one. If you actually take all the combinations, how
many bad things can you do? But since there is only one right
thing, imagine how many wrong things you can do. And that
dominates our life.

Actually, mind cannot be defined as can a worldly object.
You cannot say that the mind is like a chair or like a table, because
these are physical things. Mind is very subtle matter. It is partly
physical and partly paraphysical. That’s why the mind has the
capacity to go through a wall. It’s like a magnet—the magnet has
a limit, but the force of the magnet is unlimited. The magnet is a
piece of metal, but you can move a pin with it, can’t you? That
means that it has a dimension, but its force extends beyond that
dimension. The mind is more like the force of matter. Mind is like
a negative magnetism. The mind is like the magnetic power of the
body—the body is like the magnet and the power of the body is
the mind. The magnet is solid but the magnetism is not solid; it
can go through things. I could be sitting in a closed room, and
nobody can go in or out, but the mind will go out. Definitely you
have to control the mind, because it can go and roam about, but it
can be used if you control it.

You said that the mind can be the cause of bondage or liberation. So
controlling the mind leads to the experience of God?
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Let me explain even further about the mind. When we say
that God is truth, consciousness and bliss, we are saying that the
ower that makes everything in the universe move is God,
meaning that Energy that flows and controls us and makes us
move is truth, consciousness and bliss. Now, that bliss is coming
down and the mind gets the pure thing but dilutes it. It is like the’
middleman. Take the example of drug dealing. The first person
gets the pure drug, and the middleman mixes in other things and
dilutes it. In the same way, that bliss is flowing, but the mind gets
in the way. It says, “Oh, maybe food,” and the person will get
temporary pleasure and contentment from that food. Or the
person will go to wealth, and he’ll get temporary satisfaction from
it. Don’t people feel satisfaction? We seek the temporary
experiences of satisfaction, but we all demand that totality, the
experience of totality, of total satisfaction, or completion. By
eating a little of something, you acquire a taste for it. You like it,
and then you eat the whole thing and want more. So, it is because
we experience peace, bliss or happiness bit by bit, that we want to
get the entire thing.

The mind is like a gate that stops everything, like a dam has
gates. When you open the gates, the water flows, and if the gate is
closed, the water doesn’t flow. Water is the energy, but that
energy is still being controlled by the gate which is the mind. So
without the mind, the energy simply flows and completely
engulfs your life. But if the mind is there, the energy will be
checked. So if you actually want to have more experience, you
won’t get more; you'll get less because of the mind.

Now is it clear that the mind is the problem?

Do we develop ego because we are born?

After being born, you start to associate yourself with worldly
things rather than spiritual things. You get involved with the
maya, and then you develop ego. You say, “I am the body, I am
this, I am that, I am physical.” And that’s ego.

Can there be people serving the world desirelessly?
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You may say that they never want any reward. Definitely
many people are doing actions who don’t seek rewards, but they
definitely wanrt their work to be successful. So for success they
have a desire.

But they want success not for themselves, but to help other people...

But they still want to feel capable of helping other people. In
that way they have a desire, but concerning rewards, they never
want that. In that way they are doing desireless action.

Actually, the only desireless action is when you meditate.
Then you subdue anything which is physical. Then any action in
which we are meditating also becomes desireless, because
meditation is desireless. The meditation which you have been
revealed makes you live in the world perfectly, and at the same
time it launches you from this world and takes you to another
world. If there is heaven here, if life becomes complete here, the..
definitely it will be complete there also. Actually, you are dying
constantly. The time that is passing is taking you to death. Every
second that passes is decreasing your lifespan. When you
meditate you’ll live.

What is the significance of the breath in relation to meditation?

People simply think that breathing is a physical thing. They
say that when you breathe in you take in oxygen which is
absorbed by your lungs, and what comes out is carbon dioxide,
and that’s it. But there’s something more to it than that.
Breathing is actually vital energy. Hospitals have respiratory
machines, and if you are hooked up to one, you breathe
artificially. But if something leaves your body, the doctor will say,
“I’'m sorry,” and put a white sheet over you. So breath is not just
breathing in and out, it’s not just a physical phenomenon. There
is a source of activity, a source of power behind it. That power is
hidden and if you understand that power, then that power will
make you conscious of certain things. That is consciousness. So
through meditation on the breath, one begins to be conscious of
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his own consciousness. He begins to be aware of his own
awareness. He begins to enjoy his own soul, with the soul.

I don’t have Knowledge, but I think I've seen light inside and I feel
that I know God in my heart. How do I know if 1t’s the same light
that you’ve seen, as you describe it?

You have to see whether it is just faith or whether there is
something more to be obtained. If you haven’t seen what the
saints have glorified throughout every land in every age, then
there might be something more to know, something te know
which is even mightier. That’s possible.

There was a man called Dattatreya who had twenty-four
gurus. He got inspiration, he always got something from each one
of them. But when he met the twenty-fourth guru, and when his
own heart was totally filled with the Light of God, then he was
not curious for anything else. When he saw within himself the
great Light of God, then he went no further to anything else—
that was the last stop for him.

So, when you experience that which was understood and
glorified by all the saints, that greatest of all things, then you can
say, “I know that. When you understand that which has always
been glorified, then you can understand whether or not what you
know is the knowledge of the highest thing, the knowledge of
truth.

Could you explain the verse in the Gita that says it is better to do
one’s own duty imperfectly than another person’s duty perfectly?

If you see your neighbour’s fields which are totally green and
have a good harvest, and then look at your own field which has
nothing, simply looking at his fields will not make your field
green. You have to work for your own field and grow your own
crop. It means that if you yourself have not developed, then what
is the use of doing certain things which others are doing? This
also means that some people preach perfectly, but they do not
practise. The idea is that one should practise what one preaches.
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You said to know that there is a doer. So who is this other person that
I am?

There’s a confusion here. When you do something bad you
say, “I didn’t do that! There’s another person in me, God is
doing that.” The point is, if you believe in the doer and that you
are merely an instrument of the doer, simply saying it is not
sufficient. In the physical world we can get away by saying
things, but in the spiritual world everything is to be lived; it is not
be spoken. You are trying to describe a sit:ation, a spiritual stage
which can only be lived. If you say, ““I am not the doer, there is
something spiritual in me which is doing everything, ” then that
has to be lived. That means, through the Knowledge that you
have, through the experience that you have, every moment you
should experience that you are an instrument and dissolve
yourself there.

While you are here, I want 10 ask you about devotion....

Devotion is not something to ask about; devotion is
something to do. You cannot just hear satsang on devotion; you
cannot get devotion by reading about Kevat or Bhilni or Mary
Magdalene. You can only get devotion by doing it. Yes!

There is the story of the girl who had a cookery book
with instructions that said to cut this much, do this, do that, use
this pot, and she was doing all this, and yet the food wasn’t
cooked for.the simple reason that there was no fire. So you can
read everything to try to get devotion, but the real thing is to do
it. That is the fire—to do it, to want to do it. Without wanting to
be a devotee, you cannot have devotion. Even wanting is not
trying, because in wanting you do it, you be a devotee.

Wanting devotion is the first step to becoming a devotee.
Anybody who wants to be a devotee must seek service. Service is
important for a devotee because devotion must have a cause, and
that cause is service. Service must have a cause, and that is
sacrifice.
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Service must depend on something; sacrifice is there because
you are doing something for a cause. In the world, don’t you
sacrifice your life-breath for something physical? So instead of
doing that, do it for spirituality, even sacrificing your life.
Sacrifice means that you become selfless, desireless. If a person
wants to be a devotee, then he should be devoted to seva—service.
This is very important.

See, a person may say, “I am a devotee,” but simply saying
that doesn’t make him a dévotee. When a person is a devotee, the
devotion will manifest in certain things, with certain qualities,
and they will be service and sacrifice. If there is a guava, its smell
will be there. There is a perfume wherever there is a sandalwood-
tree. In the same way, if there is devotion, the fragrance of
devotion will be service and sacrifice. Let me give you a small
example because devotion is something more than that. A mother
has love for her child. Now, that is not devotion because devotion
is something more than love. She wakes up in the night to take
care of the child. The child is not paying her. To get your car,
cleaned you have to pay, but she cleaned you and you didn’t have
to pay. So there is sacrifice entailed and there is service entailed.
That is only a physical thing, but I am talking about devotion
which is much more than that responsibility. When Christ told
Peter, “Follow me and I will make you a fisher of men,” Peter left
his net and followed Christ. Wasn’t that sacrifice and service?

Where does the ‘want’ come from?

It should come from inside. For example, people say, “I
want Knowledge, I want to be spiritual.” Simply wanting to be
spiritual is the first step they have taken towards spirituality.
Krishna said that there are four types of devotees: One is a secker,
one simply remembers God in time of danger, one is a person
who bargains with God, and one is the person who has
Knowledge.

One is a seeker, who is searching. One is a person who, for
example,shas an accident or is in trouble and says, “O God!”
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Then he remembers God. Another person says, “I want to pass
the exam” or, “I want to win the lottery”, or for some particular
worldly reason thinks about God. Then there is the gyani, who
has Knowledge; he isa person who takes God’s Name spiritually,
not for physical reasons.

For example, a woman is going to have a baby, and she is in a
lot of pain, and her husband prays, *“Oh God, please let her have
the baby safely!” He’s remembering God just for a physical
reason. Before that, he may never have thought about God, but
because of some trouble, he bargains, saying, “I’ll remember
You.” He’s trying to pray and meditate just for a physical thing,
not for his soul. That is a spiritual thing. Krishna said, ‘“People
who have Knowledge are actually Me; they belong to Me.”

Knowledge is a process which is only completed when the
object .of Knowledge and the knower become united. Knowledge
means to know, and to know means to live. So if you are not living
it, you are not making it come true. The only way you can make it
come true is to live it.

Does everything actually happen for the best?

Yes. The only thing is that you have to see, you have to go
into the sublteties of that action, and you’ll observe that
everything that has happened, happened for the best. But at that
point you have to completely surrender yourself to the force of
God. See, here’s a window. You look out and you see the sun, and
you know that it is going to be very pleasant. So your window is
your meditation, your communication channel. The only
communication channel that you have between you and your
Self, yourself and God, is Knowledge. It is through Knowledge
that you completely surrender yourself to the will of God.

For example, if you want to swim against the current of the
river, what will happen to you? You will get very tired. If your
boat is in trouble, and you are right in the middle of the ocean,
and you try to swim, you will feel tired and you will be gone. But
if you completely let go, then the salt water pushes you up. If you
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swim along with the current of the river, you will go very far. In
the same way, the current of the river is the life-breath which is
flowing through you. So through meditation you swim along with
it. Don’t cause any friction. See, when you meditate, everything
will change. Your personality will change, your hate, your anger,
everything will change. The whole thing will become
transformed. But if there is no meditation, there is no chance.
Meditation is the key, and once you have the key the whole book
belongs to you.

Could you tell us a story about a devotee?

Once a devotee prayed to God, “God, I know that you can
move mountains, byt I don’t want that. I want you to give me
courage so. that I can move them myself.” So the idea of
meditation is to become strong enough so that you can cross
hurdles. See, suffering comes in everybody’s life. Jesus Christ
suffered, Rama suffered, Buddha suffered, everybody suffered.
That is why Buddha said that the three realities of life are that a
person gets sick, old and dies. No one can escape that. Everyone
has to go through that at some time.

Once Lord Krishna was very pleased with the service done
by Kunti, the mother of Arjuna and his brothers. He told her, “I
want you to ask for a boon. What do you want?”’ Kunti said, “I
don’t want anything. I have you, I have your meditation and
meditation gives me everything and answers all my questions.
And if I ask for anything worldly, then it belittles you and the
meditation.”

But Krishna insisted, so she finally said, “Very well. I want
suffering.” Krishna was very suprised. He said, “People want
happiness, they want money, but you want suffering.” So Kunti
said, “I want suffering because when a person suffers he cries to
God. When I suffer I’ll think of you.”

The same thing has been said by Kabir also: “I will abandon
happiness, because it makes a man forget God, but I will embrace
suffering, because it always makes a man remember God.”
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I find that one of the hardest things in the western culture is that we
don’t have a background of scriptures. Even though the books are
there, still we don’t understand them.

Scriptures are not required. Actually a spiritual life is a way
of living. In India it’s true that it’s different because the
scriptures are there; in satsang we narrate examples. We talk
about the saints because they’ve expressed Knowledge in words.
The idea is to explain the importance of devotion in people’s
lives, how to live life, the devotion that the saints had, and the
result of that devotion and what made them so great.

See, people talk about love, and if you go into the depths of
it, ‘love’ is a virtue expressed by the soul. The church makes a
saint, canonizes a saint—they need evidence of three miracles—
but people neglect the saint’s teachings, people ignore his way of
life. They become systematized. What was the life of St. Francis
of Assisi? How did he achieve that? Because he went completely
opposite to the way of the church. His life was completely the
other way around. ]

Recently, they found the Dead Sea Scrolls, which
completely change the meaning of the scriptures, the Bible. They
talk about Knowledge—they talk about the Name of God, they
talk about the ‘drinkable’ knowledge of God, which is nectar,
they talk about the Light of G;)d and the Knowledge that you can
hear.

How can you make a clear discriminarion between something either
bringing you down or elevating you, in your actions?

One way is that you see it, you experience it, you feel it, you
know it by your consciousness. The second way is that you don’t
experience it directly, but indirectly you have a feeling, indirectly
you come to know that “This is going to be wrong.” And the
third way is by reading the scriptures, by reading the teachings of
the people who have already had the experience, you know what
is right and wrong. For example, you are doing something that
causes anger in you, so indirectly you know that you are actually
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descending, you are not evolving. You are not giving out love,
instead you are giving out hate; so you feel hollow inside, empty.
Because if you have love, you cannog feel hollow. Only hate,
jealousy, these things make you feel hollow.

What do you think about all the recent interest in the Shroud of
Turin?

Some Christians will say that the Shroud of Turin is a very
auspicious thing, that it’s 'very holy to go there and to touch that
shroud, but nobody is talking about Jesus’ teachings, nobody is
implementing those. They are only talking about the shroud, so
that thing is no good at all. Why did Jesus come? To sign the
shroud? The church talks about the shroud because they need
some proof that Jesus existed. That is the point. At one time they
found some skeletons and there was a big skeleton that had holes.
The bone was pierced, $o the rumour started that this is the
skeleton of Jesus Christ. Some people questioned this, saying that
many people were crucified at that time. So'the church wants to
prove that He existed. But a man can be known only by his
teachings, not by a skeleton or a shroud.

Today we know about Socrates through his teachings
because he had Knowledge. Once, when he entered his house, his
wife, whio was very bad-tempered, threw a pot at him. Socrates
just kept quiet. His disciples said, “If you like we will take care of
her!” He said, “No. I am a great man because I have been made
great by her. My patience is tested by her.”

Socrates was a great man. Plat6 was a great man. Aristotle
was*a great man. I think they are remembered for their works, not
by their skeletons, because this body is dust, and dust will go back
to dust. So the important thing is to uriderstand the teachings,
and to implement those teachings, to bring them into your life.
That is more important than other things.,

How can we hope to achze've the kind of devotion we read abour in the
scriptures?
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You don’t hope, you just do it. In doing there is hopc, in
hoping there is not action. Right?

See, God is not a thought. You can’t create God by thinking,
because God is infinite, and the more you think, the more you
make it finite. Whatever you think becomes finite, and whatever
is finite is not God. The meaning of God is total contentment.
The meaning of God is completion, perfection. The meaning of
God is. energy. So God is to be experienced only.

How can you combine a worldly life with a spiritual life?

_ In your body everything is there, the total combination. You
have the body, you have the spirit. So, the combination starts
from there. You can only write if you have the pen, the pad and
the ink. No writing can come on the paper without ink. And even
if you have ink, you cannot write without the pen. The
combination of the ink and the pen must be there. So our life that
we have, the body is like the ink; and the writer is your soul. The
combination starts from there, the union starts from there..

Can everyone in this world experience God?

Ask the question for yourself; forget about the ‘everyone”.
Do you earn money for everyone, or for yourself? Do you eat for
everyone or for yourself?

For myself.

Then? If you want, you can receive Knowledge and
experience God. If everyone in the world receives Knowledge,
then what will happen to hell? You see, that stage cannot come
because this whole universe is going through a process; an
evolution. Eventually, everybody will reach infinity. That is a
process that everybody has to go through.

How can one be selfless?

If you're selfish for God, if God becomes the prime target in
your life, then you have no selfishness for the world or worldly
things. How does one do that? All through meditation;
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meditation is the key. If you turn the key and open the lock, you
have access to everything.

But how does one cultivate determination?

Determination is very important. Cultivating that is like this:
For example, somebody is not well—he drinks. He completely
forgets about his home and his family, and he simply drinks. He
will forget about his health as welt. His will is there, but his will is
functioning in the wrong direction. So he is going to perform
many experiments of that type, and through all this he will come
to the realization: ‘All my experiments have failed; all the
connections and relationships of this world are temporary and
have strings attached to them. What I must find is something
more permanent, something which is completely eternal.’

When Americans go to India they don’t have their spring
water there. The comforts of the West are not everywhere. India
doesn’t have all these comforts. But God is everywhere. And all
you have to understand, the essence of the scriptures, lies in the
understanding of these three words—omnipresent, omniscient
and omnipotent. If you can understand these three words, you
have understood the entire Britannica of the scriptures. If God is
omniscient, then He is going to take care of you. If He is
omnipotent, He is going to look after you, right? And if He is
omnipresent then He cannot neglect you. It cannot happen that
God will lock Himself up in a room and say, “Forget about this
man.” No. The point is, we have closed our eyes. He is
everywhere, but we have closed our eyes.

There is light everywhere in this room, but we have closed
our eyes, we have locked ourselves up. So when we open
ourselves and open our understanding, then we understand that
God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. Then we
surrender ourselves to the will of God and flow according to His
will. So do not be blind. Open your eyes. Open your eyes to the
energy, to the presence of God mamfestmg His omnipresence,
omniscience and omnipotence.
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How can we believe that God is real?

Many people think “Everyone tells us to believe in God.
How can we believe? There is no proof.” Do you have a father?
How do you believe that he is your father? Do you have any
proof? On what grounds do you trust? You simply say, “My
mother told me.” In the same way, spiritual teachers are like your
mother. They tell you about your Father, about God. But they
just don’t tell you to believe; they also make you experience.
That’s why Jesus said, “I and my Father are One,” because there
is a process, there is a way by which he and his Father became
one. If you know that process, then you and your Father can also
become one.

You may believe there are a lot of minerals and iron under
the ground, but belief won’t do anything. You have to dig at that
place and get it. Belief is good but it is a secondary thing. Belief
must grow into practical realization. You feel hunger, but hunger
is not satisfaction. It is longing for food. Simply being hungry is
not the aim. The aim is to be hungry for food and then to have
food and eat it.

Imagine the primitive people: they saw that the wind was
shaking the trees, that a force was causing a volcanic eruption, that
something was moving and shaking the earth. They said that a
Spirit is behind all this, so they worshipped It. When we study
science, we learn about Newton’s Law, that any object will either
remain stationary or move with a constant motion unless acted
upon by a force; because if something is moving and there is no
resistance, then that object will continue to move—nothing will
stop it. Or if that object is stationary, it will not move unless there
is a force to push it.

So, if we are moving there must be a force functioning
within us that is making us move, which is making us stationary,
which is making us talk and do everything. So even through
scientific knowledge we come to understand that there is a force
behind everything.
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The analytical knowledge of the primitive, of the religious
and of the scientific is the same—that there is a force behind
everything that is happening in the world. Now, the spiritual
people went further and talked about realizing that Spirit, while
the religious people were simply worshipping it. The primitive
people were worshipping it, so if you are just worshipping then
you are no better than a primitive person. When you know it you
merge with it, and then you understand what it is.

When a person honestly can’t take himself out of his own
predicament, what enables him 1o be in the company of a saint?

St. Kabir said, “When a person puts- his head down and the
head is sacrificed, it’s just like when you cut the top off a candle—
only then there is light.” When you trim the wick of a candle,
then you can have light. What he means is that when a person
sacrifices himself totally, only then is there light, only then there
is life. As you know, when the wick of a candle gets black, you
have to cut off the black part to get it to burn, then you burn the
white part. The head comes and the head goes; the head is cut and
there is another head. The new head comes up only when the
other one is gone.

Does a person make that choice after he meets a saint, or can he meet
a saint by taking thar choice himself?

If your mind says, “I’ll visit a saint” and you don’t go, then?
You just go. Just wishing at one point doesn’t mean that you do
it: Your mind sometimes wants to be aking. Sometimes it wants to
go around the world, sometimes it wants to be rich. But can it be
done like that?

A person is inspired to become like the company he keeps. If
he keeps the company of a wicked man, he also becomes wicked.
If he keeps the company of saints, then they will make him great.
St. Tulsidas said that this is not just something to hear about—it
is something that you can see.

‘The whole world is said to like a marriage procession. The
procession itself doesn’t get married; people go there as witnesses,
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to give their presents and to enjoy. In the same way, maya is the
procession. What is maya? It is the servant of God, and as well as
that that it is also the servant of the devotees of God. This maya
helps us in our devotion.

The wedding procession comes, and when we meet our
Lord, our love is for Him, the One who is the Father of all. Then
the world becomes tasteless and insignificant; it loses its
importance. In the whole world there is no happiness. All the
happiness and joy is in devotion to God.

It is said that only bya great deal of good deeds does a person
meet a saint. It is also said that only by doing many good things
does this human life even come about. Any other species—a dog
or a cat, for example—has no choice, no opportunity to do
anything. If its master feeds it, it eats. If the master lets it go, then
it has to go. But we have a human body, and only by
accumulating many good deeds does a person meet a saint. And if
yvou are extremely fortunate, the saint will give you the
Knowledge which frees you from the whole world.

Man is not doing what he came into this world to do. The
love for the world only binds us, traps us. It doesn’t lead us
anywhere. Isn’t that true? Just as a spider spins a web from out of
its own body, in the same way a man spreads his own web which
traps him. He traps himself. He never knows that he is spinning
his own web to trap himself, but spreads it everywhere not
knowing that he’s getting stuck in it. There are so many who get

tra pped. So many millions and billions have been trapped and so
many are now trapped in their own webs.

The saints never say that you leave your parents or leave
everybody. They do say to be not so attached that it comes in the
way of God. Work for them, earn money and serve them, but
keep your love for God, and meditate on God. The saints always
say that you can meditate on God right within your own heart.
The only way that the doors of the heart are opened is when there
is'a great deal of love for God. The words of the saints are very

“strange and very mysterious, but if someone does what they say,
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then at' once he sees God. It’s very difficult to understand the
words of the saints, but if a man understands them, at once within
his heart he sees God.

But how can a regular man know that?

The saints are just like a cloud which takes water from the
ocean, which is salt water, and then pours out sweet water over
the land. Even though they look like ordinary human beings,
because of the Knowledge, because of their upliftment of others,
because of their great deeds, because of their merit, they are
addressed as saints. It is said that only after a great deal of the
company of saints, only then are all doubts in a man removed.
When you think back to what you were and what you are now,
what you’ve learned and understood from being in holy company
for only a short time, you’ll see how much you’ve learned. Guru
Nanak said, ‘“Throughout his life a man should remember the
Name of God.” The scriptures of all times and all saints have one
belief, the same belief, that without the Name of God you can’t
be free.

!

Does the soul have personal artributes?

The soul or atman is attributeless. Its only attribute is that it
has no attributes. Its only quality is that it is qualityless, formless
(nirakara and nirguna), and virtueless. Atman is impersonal.
Therefore, the question of its personal attributes does not arise.
But it doesn’t mean that there is no such entity. The yogis and
prophets, the spiritual masters, realized that atman which exists,
yet cannot be described. They explain their experiences of the
absolute reality through similes and parables so that it may come
within the intellectual grasp of human beings. Yet the
understanding of the reality through the intellect is incomplete,
indirect, limited and secondhand, as the infinite, formless and
virtueless atman is beyond the grasp of bodily senses and organs.
It cannot realized through reading books or by scholasticism. It
can be known by the self, through the self, with the grace of a
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realized soul. He, the Satguru, is the compassionate giver of the
Knowledge of that spiritual entity.

What causes the separation of the soul from God?

Illusion, maya, is the cause for the separation of the soul
from the original One Supreme. The cause of darkness is the
absence of light. Similarly, not having the knowledge of soul is
the cause of individuation.

What is the atman’s true naiure, and what is its present condition
while dwelling in the body?

The nature of the atman in the abstract form is that it exists
and is all-permeating. When the abstract ‘negative’ atman
expands, it gives birth to ‘positive’ manifested atman which
dwells in the body. There are two types of bodies having their
inherent potencies lent from the atman: one, the gross body,the
outer form, and the other, the subtle body, called suksham sharira.
The biological compulsions of the gross body, because of inherent
tendencies, drag man to the attainment of material objects, and
create unquenchable thirst for worldly achievements, running
from one object to another and ending in death. But the atman,
working through the subtle body born out of its inherent
tendencies, has anatural desire to rise to the higher level of life,
both moral and spiritual. This explains the split within a man and
the dualistic tendencies working in opposite directions. The
animal nature, born out of the gross body, drags him downwards,
while the higher nature, born out of the suksham body, pulls him
upwards. This conflict can only be settled and rooted out by the
union of the atman dwelling in the body with the cosmic Atman.
That is, the merging of the individual self with the cosmic Self
which is free from all inborn tendencies of the mind and body.

What is it that reincarnates?

The dictionary meaning cf reincarnation is ‘to embody
again’. The process by which the individual soul takes a body and
casts it off is called reincarnation. It is only a liberated soul that
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can escape the cycle of births and deaths, but the soul tied to
worldly attachments through mind and body has to take births
again and again. It is only to get rid of the pangs of birth and
death that an atman has the natural desire for redemption, to find
a heavenly abode not affected by fluctuations of life and death
and the miseries and sorrows thereof. Apcording to the Gita, by
reaching the abode of the Lord, where there is neither sunlight,
nor moonlight nor firelight the soul finds eternal rest. ‘

What is reincarnation?

The individual soul has to take birth after birth to achieve
oneness with God, which it is destined to do,and to achieve the
highest goal of self-realization. If the negative and positive
aspects of atman remain and dualism  persists, then illusion is
natural and inevitable, and the soul has to pass through countless
lives. Just as the blind suffer blindness, and the diseased suffer
disease, similarly, an individual soul devoid of spiritual
Knowledge suffers incarnations in search of it. Only a good
doctor can cure disease and free a man from the misery of
blindness, and only a spiritual master- can free the individual sout
from the cycles of births and deaths by the Knowledge of Holy
Name and Divine Light.

What is the Word, and where did it come from?

Saint John says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God and the Word was God.” The Word in its
primordial stage existed as the soul of life of God. The Word is
uncaused yet is the cause of creation. There was only the Word in
the beginning in its latent form. When it manifests in human
bodies, it dwells among us in potent form. The ‘Word was with
God’, means that the Word is the soul of God, the body of God
being the creation. God was conscious of the Knowledge of the
Word, and the Word itself was inseparable from God, so ‘the
Word was God’. God is immortal, so the Word which dwells in
us is immortal. In its potent form in the human body it energizes
the body and gives life to the mind and organs. After death it is in
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latent form, having no body or object to provide life to. The latent
form is the primordial form. We are not conscious of the latent
form because it is not potent. If a man realizes the potent form,
by practice he can realize the latent form, too.

How did the Word create the universe?

The Word plays its part in the creation by descending and
ascending from latent to potent and from potent to latent form,
whereby the action and the reaction neutralize and exist as
essence like the ‘plus one’ and the ‘minus one’. That is, negative
and positive electron collide to annihilate matter.

How are the Word and the spiritual master related? Are all masters
the disciples of other masters?

The Word is associated with Shfva and Shakti. According to
Indian philosophy and religion, it is believed that Shiva and
Shakti have manifestations and are present in every age. The
Word incarnates as the spiritual master at the prayers and intense
love of devotees. Lord Krishna declares in the Bhagavad Gita
that when any devotee offers anything with intense love, then He,
the /Ia(fd, the Word, embodies Himself using prakriti as the
means. So the manifestation of the spiritual master is not
‘temporal but divine. The perfect master manifests himself again
and again to destroy evil and to enlighten people on the path of
righteousness. The perfect master’s manifestations are the same
as the countless images of a man standing between two parallel
mirrors. So, to take the jivas, the embodied souls, out of the
clutches of maya, the master can manifest himself as many times
and in as many forms as he likes. Only he knows what he is.

What happens 1o someone when he recetves Knowledge?

When the devotee is initiated into Knowledge he knows the
means to be one with the Lord. With practice of the Holy Name
and an indifferent attitude towards the world, developed by non-
attachment, the jivatma merges in the Word. Tulsidas, the mystic
poet and saint, says that it is only by meditation on the Word that
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the form of God, that is, Light, is seen and the Cosmic form of
God realized. Only a devotee knows the wonder of it. When the
self sees the Divine Light, it is overwhelmed with joy and finds its
true form. The seer and the seen become one and the same. The
jivatma gets liberated and attains perfection.

How can we know who is a true spiritual master?

In fact, a true spiritual master needs no test, just as the sun
needs no other object to illumine it. The true spiritual master is
known by the knowledge he imparts. Mere outward show does
not make a real teacher. His crystal-clear path shows his absolute
truth which cannot be limited by time and space. It is a law of
nature that a true disciple will always find the true master. Love
him and he will bless you and manifest himself to you. Man’s
intelligence fails to understand the greatness of such a guru. It is
only his grace which can unfold himseit to us.

In Christianity they say to bring Christ into your heart, to bring God
into your life. How do you do that?

The point is, bringing Jesus or Krishna or that Reality into
our hearts actually means to know the Knowledge and to live it.
You don’t bring God into you; God is already there, that Reality
is already there. “God is Light and in Him there is no darkness.”
God is omnipresent, God is always there. God is within you. You
have to unravel yourself. And you can only do that when your eye
is single. “When your eye is single, your whole body will be full
of light.” The singling of the eye means concentration. For
example, if you concentrate sunrays on a piece of paper, what
happens? The paper burns. Though the sun is millions of miles
away, its power and heat manifest. In the same way, when you
concentrate, that omnipresent God manifests right before you.

If all religions believe in one God, don’t they all lead to God?

Some paths are of the mind, and something fabricated by the
mind cannot take you to God.
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We definitely know that force applied in a particular
direction will push an object a certain distance. You cannot push
an object from any angle and have it go to the north or to the
south. If you are pushing it to the south, it will go to the south
and not to the north. If you are pushing it towards the north, it
will not go o the south. It is not correctto say that if you simply
push an object in any direction to anywhere it will reach its
destination; the object must be pushed in a particular direction
with a-particular amount of force to take it right to the point. The
idea that all paths lead you toGod is in itself a universal idea, but
all the paths must have a proper direction. If they don’t have the
same direction, it can become very confusing. If you study
Judaism, or Christianity, or-Buddhism, you can see that in
essence they are talking about the same initiation. But if the
directions are different, if che philosophies are different, then
they can create a doubt in a person’s mind rather than resolving
it.

Before making a general statement that all paths lead to God,
we should ask ourselves this question: “Do we believe in
evolution or don’t we?”’ If you do, if you believe in numbers
evolving, (as you have 1, then 1+ 1= 2, 2+ 1=3, etc.) then you
have to evolve from one path to another one. The first one takes
you to the second one, the second one takes you to the third, and
you keep on going until you reach infinity.

Only one number has the power to make other numbers
infinite, and that is infinity itself. No other number, no matter
how large it is, has the power to make another number infinite.
Take any number—let it be x—and add that number to 100,000.
The result will be 100,000 xx; it won’t be infinite. But if you add
infinity xx, or any number, then it becomes iniinite. Also,
infinity times anything is infinite, correct?

So other paths can definitely help us reach the final stage.
There was an Indian saint and someone asked him, “How should
one attain God? What is the path?” At that time, the saint was
planting onions. When you plant onions you first plant them in a
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nursery plot and then transplant them. So the saint was doing
that. He said, “The path to God is very easy. You just have to
take the mind from here and put it there, just as I am taking this
onion plant from this place to that place.” If you fix your mind on
God, you attain God. You take your mind from here and plant it
there. Nothing else.

So, if you believe in evolution, then all paths definitely lead
us to the final path. Vivekananda was educated at.a Christian
school; he went to so many places, to so many religions yet he
wasn’t satisfied. Buddha was born into Hinduism, still was not
satisfied. Jesus Christ himself was a Jew, yet he was not satisfied.

The spiritual language is one and the spiritual path is one.
There is no duality there. You cannot have many paths. That is
why one saint said, “When ‘I’ was interesting to me, there was no
God; and when God was interesting to me, there was no ‘I’.”
Whar does it mean when it says that it doesn’t matter what caste or
color a person is, if he meditates on God then he becomes one with
God?

If a man is very sick and goes to a doctor, the doctor doesn’t
ask him what caste he is. That question never arises. He just gives
the man the fastest cure he can give him. And the scriptures from
time eternal say the same thing. Even if the greatest of sinners
comes to the court of God, he’s engaged not by his body but by
the soul. At the time he surrenders himself to the great souls, he is
freed from all the things which he has done wrong. Not if he just
comes; it’s only when he surrenders his life at the feet of the great
souls. Whenever someone dies, the only thing that’s looked at is
what action he’s done nét what degree he has or how much wealth
he’s accumulated or any of these things. The only thing that
counts at that time is what he has done. Did he meditate on God?

It says in the Ramayana that only by a great deal of the
company of saints are all the bad ideas and difficulties in the mind
removed. Only then can a man become free. People think that by
receiving the Knowledge of God they will automatically awaken.
But you’ll see by their lives that they obviously don’t. The
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question comes of pleasing the spirit of the great souls, and then
the freedom is bestowed.

1t bothers me very much 10 see spirituality regressing to the point
where we’re just pushing away the world as if it’s not important. We
have to live here.

Saint Tulsidas says that there are two ways of looking at the
world. One is the escapist way, which says that you run. away
from the world, and the other theory advises being in the world,
to live in the world. The prayer of Rabindranath Tagore was,
“God, I know that You can move mountains and I also know that
You can actually eliminate all my difficulties. But I don’t want
that. I simply want You to give me courage to climb those
mountains. Give me courage so that I can remove my own
obstacles.” Arjuna was actually running away. He became
despondent. And what Lord Krishna actually gave him was the
obligation to fight, to do his duty. To perform karmas. So the idea
1S not to run away.

You have said that we must have firm faith, and belief also. What do
you mean by ‘belief’?

By belief I mean that even if you have turmoil in your life,
the ups and downs of life, you should remain constant in God;
your devotion must remain constant. That constancy is belief. In
the West, I think the religious service rendered by the Church
has become very sophisticated, it has become very technical, and
very mind-like. Then there was the drug explosion. People were
taking different drugs, and through these their entire perception
changed. They were walking on the same streets, they went into
the same stores, they had the same fathers and mothers, but their
whole perception changed and they started searching. The idea
and inspiration of ‘search’ or ‘quest’ is right within our
primordial nature. Whether we are manifesting that idea of
searching through physics, through chemistry, through drugs, or
through anything, the idea of searching is there.



124  THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE'

Yes, but many people begin to search for God but later on get caught
up in materialism...

People all want to acquire. The whole idea of acquiring
things is again primordial nature. Man wants to become infinite
People in this world, what do they want? Nobody wants limited
love; everybody wants infinite love. People don’t want 2,000
dollars; they want unlimited money. There’s no end to it. The
more money you have, the more you want. It’s an infinite lust.
There’s no end to it. Actually, man’s primordial nature is to
search for the infinite. The whole idea is that we want to become
infinite. But to do that, you have to go back to the Source. With
the Source you can be infinite. See, the end of the river which
merges in the ocean is infinite, not the other end. The other end is
always finite, isn’t it? But the whole idea is to understand our
primordial nature, to understand what we were before we came
here and what we will be after we go. “From dust we came...”
What exactly were you before the dust? And what will you be
after the dust? That is spiritual insight. Spiritual vision begins
when material vision stops. Where the the United States ends,
Canada begins. So wherever you have the end of materialism,
there spirituality begins.

Is thar achieved through meditation or after we’ve left the body?

No, through meditation. You can actually cxperience that.
When you merge with the Word, that experience is so intense
that it is nothing of this world. Any deep experience makes you
forget this world. Try it—any deep experience, maybe the
experience of a book, maybe the experience of a friend—any deep
experience makes you fcrget other things.

So is it varying degrees of the experience?

Yes. You see, the mind is like a rocket. It’s leaving, it’s going
towards the moon, and the moon is its target. Now, when the
rocket leaves the earth, what happens? The gravity of the earth
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pulls it. But once the rocket breaks through the barrier of the
gravity, then the gravity of the moon will automatically pull it.

When we meditate, the gravity of the maya pulls the mind.
Whenever people sit in meditation and start experiencing the
Word, they experience other things also; mundane things come to
mind. For example, you are sitting here listening to satsang.
Many things are not coming to your minds, but when you close
your eyes, all the thoughts of the world will come. They’re
pulling you. When Christ was fasting for forty days, Satan came
to him. When Christ was walking, when he was travelling,
nothing happened to him; Satan didn’t come. This is the same
idea that when a person meditates, the demons, the devils, the
gods and goddesses come and spoil his meditation. Why? Because
the gravity of the earth pulls your mind. But with your
determined efforts, your concentrated efforts, the rocket will
simply break through the barrier of gravity and once that’s
broken then God will automatically pull you. That is why saints
and masters have said to constantly meditate.

Meditation is food for the spirit. We eat bananas and
sandwiches and different things, and they give us nourishment
and new cells are formed. In the same way, constantly
meditating, or at least, meditating every day, makes you grow in
spirit. It burns up all your maya, all your illusion, and it gives you
a new form, a spiritual form. This is the real baptism, because
baptism is not of the flesh, the real baptism is the birth in spirit,
and then a person is born. And it takes time. Every birth takes
time, doesn’t it?

Is the Knowledge some kind of evolved mental process?

It’s not a mental process; it is the process of concentration.
Also, evolution means to be reborn, to come out. See, we are
already spiritual, the spiritual entity is already inside us. We have
to evolve in order to really taste it. It’s like having food ready, but
you have to go into the dining room in order to taste it. Then your
understanding will be a balanced understanding. It is called the
middle path. The will then has a spiritual inclination. Or you can
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call it a baptism, a spiritual baptism. These are all different
words, but they mean the same thing.

I don’t have Knowledge yet, but I meditate on what I imagine God to
be...

You have to have the correct object of meditation. What you
are doing is not really meditation. What you are doing is like
going into a dark room and imagining that there is a ghost
standing there. I think that when you receive Knowledge and you
have the experience, this lack of vision will automatically go away.
See, there are many things attached to this, and these things are
in your subconscious—they are recorded there. Consciously you
are not aware of them but certain fears are there. When you get
the proper technique of meditation, when you meditate, then
you’ll see the difference.

You had to wait in your mother’s womb for nine months and
then you came out. In the same way, you have to go through a
preparation period. When you are ready for Knowledge, it will be
given to you. You have to understand what you are getting before
you actually receive it and know how to apply it in your life. That
is why satsang is very important.

Does a person see negativity in others because of that fault in himself?

There are two approaches. For example, I see a person
writing a word wrongly; maybe he is making a spelling mistake. I
can simply say, “You are making a mistake,” and pinpoint that,
not telling him what is right. But if I help him, my approach is
different. Everyone can say that there is going to be a war, a crisis,
which will be the end of everything. I can also talk about the
alternative. There can be a negative approach and there can be a
positive approach. If we have a positive approach we can even
turn anything which is dark into something which is nicer. So, if
you observe a person’s fault and correct him, then you are helping
him. But if you tell him his faults in such a way that he doesn’t
know how to improve himself, then he’s stuck with an inferiority
complex.
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For example, a person has cancer and you tell him that he is
going to die within two months, what effect will that have on
him? There was a person who had cancer in his spine, and the
doctors told him that he was going to die within six months. That
person is still alive. Why? He said that he did many experiments
because nobody knew anything about the type of cancer which he
had. He did two things: he changed his eating habit$ and
developed a good, positive attitude.

Attitude is important. A positive attitude has in itself some
power to neutralize certain karmas. If you simply believe that life
is going to be very miserable for you, then that is enough to make
it miserable. But if you think that this life has been given to you
by God, to meditate on God, then your life can improve, then the
whole thing will change. That is why on many occasions when
you have a good attitude you will also have good meditations, and
when you have a bad attitude you will have bad meditation. If
people constantly talk about Satan the result will simply be fear.
But if Satan exists then God also exists. You can talk about God
and cause love instead of fear. These are completely different
approaches.

Are there really such places as heaven and hell?

In English you only have the word ‘heaven’, and if you talk
about second or third heavens people get confused.In India, mukiiis
liberation and heaven is called swarag. Now, according to the
Hindu philosophy, heaven is simply a state which you attain by
your good karmas, and that place has all the luxuries, so you are
very happy. And when your karmas finish, you come down to
earth. You don’t stay up there. But Christian philosophy believes
that heaven is a place where God is residing, and once you reach
there you cannot come down. This is mukei, total salvation.

According to the Law, suffering is hell, and while a person is
suffering he is at his lowest ebb. It could be suffering as an
animal, or as a human being. Happiness is heaven, even if you are
an animal, especially if you are a millionaire’s dog! You are more
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fortunate than most human beings! No problems at all! For
example, we had a dog and then we bought a second dog. The
first dog couldn’t stand that second dog. He went crazy and
starting biting. So even he was so much attached that he thought
someone else had invaded his territory. He was also suffering. But
only bliss, only salvation, neutralizes heaven and hell. Happiness
will come and go; suffering will come and go away. They are all
transitory. Even hell or heaven, happiness or suffering can never
be permanent. It is like a pendulum. The only thing that can be
neutral is salvation, mukti. The Knowledge is the essence of that.
The pendulum goes left and right, but there is a point from which
the pendulum is hung, and that point doesn’t move and is above
the extremities.

Then is there any such being as the Devil?

We don’t have the idea of the Devil in India. It’s very
prominent here, but we don’t have it. Something which places an
obstacle in your spiritual path 1s taken to be a force which is
trying to disturb you, and that is defined here as ‘the Devil’. In
India that force is of Indra, not of a devil. They are forces of
certain beings who do not want you to have more power than they
do. It’s a basic human quality, and even gods have that. There are
many similar stories in Greek mythology—they also don’t talk
about the Devil. They say that the gods were jealous of certain
people because they were more powerful and were enjoying their
lives. So the gods started punishing them.

We have the same mythology. We don’t talk about the Devil;
hell is there but the Devil is not. We make our own hell. The
concept is that if a person is doing bad karmas, then he makes his
own hell. And he can also make his own heaven. From that point
of view, having a nice house, living a good life, being honest and
righteous, is heaven. If you make everybody crazy and become
crazy yourself, then that is hell. It’s a state of mind that, through
karmas, you acquire.
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The story goes that when people meditate to reach salvation,
Lord Indra becomes upset. Now, Indra is supposed to be the
king of the gods. When a person meditates, the power of his
meditation causes Indra’s throne to start shaking and he gets very
upset. So he sends his heavenly dancers to go and disturb that
person’s meditation. So they come to earth as a temptation and
they do their best. If they succeed, the man stays on the ground,;
he never goes above that. If they don’t succeed, that personattains
Vishnu, the Supreme Being. That is the idea.

How does this relate to the karmas that we are stuck with?

This means, in scientific terminology, that through spiritual
practice, when we meditate we are actually breaking and
disturbing the karmic law. It’s like a fire roasting seeds. To a
point, the fire eliminates the possibility, the potential of a seed to
grow, and after that it completely burns it. So, in the same way,
through meditation we are eliminating the potential of
multiplying the karmic law. The entire physical universe and the
cause of the physical universe are disturbed. If you are doing
karmas, you are sowing seeds which are again going to multiply,
but breaking the karmic law means that if you do meditation you
are going to eliminate the karmas. You totally remove the illusory
impressions.

How do our karmas keep us attached to the world?

You do certain things, and by doing them you get involved
and the karmas multiply. They could be good or bad karmas.
Simply having many karmas keeps you on earth; they keep you
revolving through the cycle of birth and death. Through good
karmas you’ll have good opportunities in life and through bad
karmas you’ll have bad luck. You could be born in a good family
or a bad family. That is karma. Actually, through Knowledge,
one begins to eliminate the karmas. If your karmas are
eliminated, you’ll get salvation. A seed has the potential to grow.
When it has grown, what happens? More fruit and more seeds.
So if you take a seed and roast it, what will happen? Can you grow



130 THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE

popcorn? In the same way, when the fire of Knowledge, the
power of Knowledge, roasts the seeds of karmas, then they do not
multiply.

Could you explain about the types of karmas?

Yes, there are three basic types. There are karmas, the seeds
which you are reaping, there are karmas which you are suffering
now, and there are karmas which you will suffer: it’s like past,
present and future karmas. Now, the karmas which you have
done in the past you are suffering at present, but you will,
through Knowledge, be eliminating the karmas which you will
suffer in the future or even at present. You can correct your
present and completely change your future. What you are cannot
be changed—that you have to suffer. You have not broken, you
have not saturated your karmas; you are still under the karmic
law. You are not above that. Coming here is due to karma. But
through the company of saints, through practising Knowledge,
one can actually break that cycle of karmas.



PART SI?YEN
Stories and thoughts

What is the real Name of God? There are many opinions
2bout it. I am going to discuss this by referring to the actual
words of the saints.

Saint Tulsidas, the writer of the Ramayana, who was a very
great saint, and who is revered by all Indians, said, sumiri pavan
sut pavan namu/Apne bas kari rakhe Ramu: “Hanuman, a great
devotee, meditated on the Holy Name and had even Lord Rama
under his control.” He mentions ‘Holy Name’. He says further,
Bandaun nam Ram Raghuvara ko/Hetu krisanu bhanu himakar ko:
“T bow to that Name of Rama which is the cause of fire, sun and
moon.”

If we study the teachings of any saint, we will see mentioned
a ‘Name’ or a ‘Word’. Guru Nanak said, Shabd hi dharti, shabd hi
akash/Shabd hi shabd bhayo prakash/Sagli shristi shabd ke
pachhe/Nanak shabd ghata ghat achhe: “The earth is the Word,
the sky is the Word, light comes from the Word. The entire
Creation emanates from that Word, which Nanak says dwells in
every heart.”

He is talking about the Word. Which Word is it? Many
people say it is the Sikh scriptures, but the scriptures came later.
while this verse says that the earth, sky and creation come from
the Word. The Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh scripture, was
written much later, long after the Creation. So where is that
Word? In the hearts of all.

Saint Kabir said, “There are thousands of names for God in
this world, but they cannot give salvation. That Primordial Name
which is remembered secretly within is rarely known.”

Any name expressed by the tongue falls within the realm of
worldly knowledge. The true Name of God, however, is a matter
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of transcendental knowledge. Therefore, to understand it, we
should study deeply what the saints mean by ‘Word’ or ‘Name’.

Saints make use of words because they have to. This is not a
perfect medium of expression because people get entangled in
words. The saints had to use an imperfect medium to talk about
the perfect Name of God.

Saint John wrote in his Gospel: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”
Here again the Word is mentioned. In the Hindu scriptures it is
said, Mahima jasu jan Ganrau,/Pratham pujiat nam prabhau:
““Ganesh knew the greatness of the Holy Name, and therefore he
is worshipped before all other deities.”

Saints all tried to express the same thing. What is this Name,
this Word, this primordial vibration?
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Once some people asked Jesus Christ, ‘“Master, you instruct
us to be devoted to God, but we have 1o pay our taxes to Caesar.
This is the difficulty. You say that only God is our king, that God
is the Lord of the universe. So please tell us whether we should

pay taxes to God or to Caesar. If we give everything to God, we
can give nothing to Caesar.”
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Jesus answered, “Render unto Cacsar the things which are
Caesar’s, and unto God the things which are God’s.” We must
also do that. We must fulfill the duties which we owe to the soul
dwelling within. We must also do what is necessarv for the
upkeep of the body.
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Saint Raidas, the guru of Mira Bai, was a cobbler. Once, a
king came to him and brought gifts of gold, precious jewels and
clothes. He begged, “Master, saints can do miracles, they can do
whatever they like. Please give me some knowledge.” Guru
Raidas was cutting leather, and there was a bowl of water next to
him for wetting leather. So the master took some water from this
bowl and gave it to the king to drink. The king was expecting
some kind of blessing or boon, and when he saw this water he was
disgusted. He took the water in his hand but didn’t drink it. It fell
on his clothes and stained them. He took off the stained clothes
later and gave them to a washerman. The washerman’s daughter
started washing them, but couldn’t remove the stain. Angrily, she
started sucking the cloth in a bid to remove the stain, and 2s soon
as she did that she merged into incredible Light within herself
and was liberated.

When the king found out, he was ashamed of himself. He
went to Guru Raidas and said, “Even though I am aking, I am
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most unfortunate.” The Guru said, “If there is any water left I
will give it to you.” But the bowl was completely empty.

We really are helpless, and only the Master can lead us. His
greatness is that he can bestow liberation and make us prosper
spiritually. It is said,

Dhyana mulam, guru murii,
Puja mulam, guru paduka.
Mantra mulam, guru wakyam,
Moksha mulam, guru kripa.

“The root of meditation is the Guru,

The root of worship is Guru’s feet.
Control of mind comes from Guru’s words,
Liberation is only by his grace.”

Liberation means being bound in his grace. When he gives
grace, the devotee is liberated.

Wer U2 G 4/4/4//’ M Z/é/ﬁ £ S LA |
e 7 L 2 ks AN
/ ,WM” 7 //7/,//{,/;,;;/,’,4/,4,,;4/,,-/ W

i
;




Stories and thoughts 135

People think that only science can explain everything
because they don’t understand the mysteries of spirituality. I'll
give you a small example. In the Hindu scriptures is a metaphor
that the sun god travels through the sky in a chariot drawn by
seven horses. Scientists cannot accept this and prefer to believe
that there is nothing in religious books.

I want to draw your attention to one thing. It doesn’t say
that five horses pull this chariot, it says seven. Why? Any science
student knows that when sunrays pass through a prism they are
divided into seven colors. A rainbow contains seven colors. The
seven colors are represented by the seven horses. There are many
scriptural ideas that we don’t understand. '
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In the Bhagavad Gita, Arjuna asked Lord Krishna, “There
are two types of devotion: devotion to the unmanifested God and
devotion to the manifested form of God. Which one do you
prefer?” Lord Krishna answered, “The worship of my
manifested form is preferable to me.” Why? There is a reason.
When we learned the letter A, we were shown the picture of an
apple. Whatever we learned was through some form or object.
Similarly, knowledge of the unmanifested God comes through
the manifested form. How does this happen? For example, the
sky is infinite, but can you buy a piece of it in the market? No.
But if you go to a real estate agent and buy a block of land, which
has form, along with it you automatically get some sky, which is
formless. Therefore it is said, Nirguna bahut sulabh ati, saguna na
chinhe koti: “It is easy to know the unmanifested God, but very
difficult to find the manifested form.”

The manifested form of God is the gateway to the other
world. A gate has structure and form, and if a person goes
through it, he can enter a huge field. Similarly, it is easy to know
the unmanifested God, but first you have to find the manifested
form. When you enter through this door, automatically you get
knowledge of the unmanifested.
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Lord Buddha did severe austerities to realize God, but one
day it occurred to him that even this was not helping him. Just
then some ladies from that area came by singing, “Don’t tie the
sitar strings so tight that they break, and don’t leave them too
loose to produce a sound. Keep them moderately tight so that
they don’t break, yet produce the full range of sounds.”

This inspired Lord Buddha. He thought, “I will not be able
to realize truth if I destroy my body through austerities, and if I
am absorbed in maya I’ll forget God.” So he decided that the
middle path is the most suitable. In this way, people don’t waste
time and can also realize God. We can walk on this middle path
when we give up the dualities of profit/loss, good action/bad
action; and when we work for our salvation.
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There are five powers or senses acting within us: sight,
sound, touch, taste and smell.

Sound: When a snake-charmer plays his flute, the snake is
attracted. Because of the sound, it is imprisoned its whole life in a
small basket.

Sight: People are attracted and deluded by external
appearances. What wisdom can this illusion give? The black bee,
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charmed by the sight of a beautiful flower, gets trapped in it when
the flower closes up at night.

Touch: To catch elephants, hunters make a model of a female
elephant. The male elephant thinks it is real, and rushing towards
it, falls into a specially-prepared pit. He is then trapped forever.
The pleasure of touch ultimately becomes the greatest cause of
suffering.

Taste: There is a bird called the chatak which drinks only
rain water. Because of the taste, the chatak will drink only water
which falls from the sky, and it waits for that. If it doesn’t rain,
the bird dies. Because of their desire to taste the bait, free-
roaming fish are caught in the fisherman’s net, and they die. All
for the sake of taste.

Smell: The musk deer is fascinated by the sweet smell of
musk that emanates from its own navel. It roams in the woods
searching for the source of the smell but never finds it.

In other words, these five forces can lead a being to hell. If
you are led by the senses, if you are overpowered by them,
ultimately you will be ruined. If you can revert the senses from
being externally-oriented to being internally-directed, if you put
them into meditation, they will become a means of enjoyment
only. So control these five senses and put them to work for
spiritual realization.
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Scriptures cannot give us that peace and happiness which we
seek. That peace lies only in spiritual realization. If you see
pictures of food or listen to descriptions of delicious dishes, your
hunger will not be satisfied. Hunger is removed only by eating.
Similarly, peace will not come into our hearts if we only hear
descriptions of the soul or read scriptures. To achieve peace we
have to experience it.

To have this experience and to realize it, you need a realized
Master, because only he can reveal the aim of our life. To fill a
bucket you place it beneath a tap, not above it. Similarly, a
devotee sits humbly at the feet of his spiritual master and listens
to his satsang with love. Then he believes that K.nowledge can be
realized. This is the definition of upanishad.

In the Upanishads it is said that we are alive because we
breathe, but what is that power which draws in air through our
nostrils and then expels it? That power is called the “Word’.
Before receiving the Knowledge of the Word, you must listen
attentively to satsang. Before sowing seeds farmers plough the land
and fertilize it. Satsang is like this. Through satsang the field of
the heart is prepared, and then the seed of Knowledge can be
planted.
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The scriptures say that a person whose mind is not under his
control is neither a yogi nor a renunciate. Once, a woman said to
Swami Vivekananda, ‘Master, I want to marry you and have a
child like you.” Vivekanandaji said, ‘“Then just accept me as your
child. I won’t be naughty or cause you any trouble. Just regard
me as your grown-up child.”

An actual yogi is he whose mind is controlled. He whose
mind is not, no matter what kind of holy robes he wears, is
nothing at all.
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A king was travelling in the Junglc and became very hungry
and thirsty.He saw a woodcutter chopping wood. The king said,
“Woodcutter, please give me something to eat and drink.” The
woodcutter welcomed him and said very respectfully, I have dry
bread and salt and a jug of water. Please accept this.” The king
ate the bread and drank the water and was quite satisfied. He
said, ‘I am a king. If you ever need anything, you can come to
me. I can give you anything, and I will solve your problems.”

Some time passed and the woodcutter had chopped down
the entire forest. He thought, ‘What will I do now?’ He made his
living cutting and burning the wood and selling the charcoal.




Stortes and thoughts 141

Now where would he get wood? He started to feel extremely
hungry. He went to the king and said, “Your Majesty, I am
having a hard time. The whole forest is chopped down, so how
can I make a living? Please have mercy and give me something.”

The king told his minister to put that woodcutter in charge
of a certain large forest. The minister assigned an entire forest to
him. The woodcutter went away happy. He cut and burned the
wood, made charcoal, and sold it. Thus he earned his daily bread.

After some time the king thought, ‘Let me see what my
woodcutter is doing.” He reached the forest and was dismayed to
find that the woodcutter had chopped down all the trees. The
king thought, ‘And to think I put him in charge! He obviously
doesn’t realize what type of forest this is.” He went up to the
woodcutter and said, ‘“Listen, after chopping this wood, take it to
the market and sell it.” The woodcutter said, “But I usually sell
charcoal. What would I get for just a piece of wood?” The king
said, “Just do as I say.”

So the woodcutter went to the merchants with the remaining
wood and said, “Will you buy this?”’ A merchant looked at them
and said, “I’ll give you five rupees.” The woodcutter said, ‘“No,
I’ll go further on.” The merchant said, “Wait! I’ll give you six
rupees! Seven rupees!” The woodcutter went to another shop
and asked, “Will you buy these pieces of wood?”” The merchant
said, “I’ll give you fifty rupees.” The woodcutter thought, ‘I was
selling charcoal, and it was very hard to make two rupees, but
these pieces of wood are fetching me fifty rupees! I wonder what
kind of wood it is?’

As he went on, the offers increased. One merchant offered
him sixty rupees. A man who was standing nearby said, “Why are
you cheating him? This is sandalwood. It is worth five hundred
rupees!” So the merchant gave the woodcutter five hundred
rupees. Then the woodcutter understood. He thought, ‘I
chopped down that entire forest and turned it into charcoal to sell
for two rupees! What an idiot I was! If I had known that it was
sandalwood, I could have sold the pieces and become so rich that
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I wouldn’t be a woodcutter today!’

Our breath is like that forest, and God has assigned it to us.
When we get this human body, the farmer is also in it. The body
is like a field, and its farmer is also there. The Divine Energy is
within us, but we don’t realize its importance. We waste our
breath, like the woodcutter exhausted the forest. Without breath
you cannot listen and without breath I cannot speak. We should
understand the importance of this breath.

No one can give you an extra breath. You cannot buy breath
in any market. While breath is in your body, the doctor can keep
you functioning with medicines, but when the breath leaves your
body, the doctor will say, “I’'m very sorry, this person has died. I
can do nothing more to keep him alive.”

This ienergy is within us all, but we don’t realize how
precious it really is. Even a powerful king cannot buy it. The
value of breath increases when we receive Knowledge. Without
Knowledge there is no liberation. Without Knowledge we cannot
understand. When that woodcutter realized that the wood was
sandalwood, its value increased for him. Similarly, if we don’t
have knowledge of these things, then we won’t understand their
importance. We won’t understand their spiritual significance.

This energy is within you, regardless of your religion. There
are many flowers in a garland, but only one thread. The life-
breath is within us like that thread, although our external
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A devotee understands that there is only one objective in his
life. A person can have several relationships. He can be husband
to his wife, father to his sons, brother to his sister. There are so
many relationships. When a person is initiated, he adds one more
relationship, and that is with God, that is as a disciple of his
master. Just as in the world we maintain all the other
relationships—we act as a good father, we want to be a good
husband, we want to be a good wife—in the same way, a devotee
tries very, very hard, extremely hard, to be a good disciple.
Because when you behave well in your relationship, then you
receive. But before you receive you have to give.

In order to get juice from an orange you have to squeeze it,
you have to apply energy. In the same way, a disciple applies his
energy, he gives all he has, and in this way he receives. Many
people cannot understand how a person can be a disciple, and
why he should be a disciple when he can be a master. But nobody
can be a master without being a servant. In order to be a master
you first have to be a servant. And every great spiritual teacher
was a servant.

On the shore of Lanka, Lord Rama crowned Vibhishan king
of Lanka, even though he himself had no kingdom to bestow and
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he hadn’t yet conquered Lanka. At the time he was barefoot,
wore a deerskin, and had ordinary arrows in his quiver. ,

Vibhishan humbly said, “Lord, you don’t have a chariof.
Your enemy Ravanna will drive his chariot to victory. He will
come with a huge army, You don’t even have shoes! He will hate
twenty types of weapons and fine armour. Lord, you don’t have
anything at all"” Then the Lord said, “You don’t understard.
That chariot of Ravanna’s is not the chariot of victory; it is the
chariot of defeat. My chariot is the chariot of victory. Its wheels
are my two feet—they are truth and non-violence. Above m¢ is
the canopy of my Guru’s blessing. My armour is truth. This
armour can withstand the attack of any arrow. The arrows in my
quiver are dipped in the poisons of lust and anger, and they can
destroy not just one, but thousands of Ravannas.”

We also have this chariot. We are walking on foot, and we
don’t have bow and arrows, rifles, cannons or bombs. But what
do. we have? The support of the Holy Name. Truth is always
victorious, therefore that Name is victorious. It is not our victory,
but the victory of the Holy Name, and whoever knows this Name
will be victorious.
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Once, the sage Uddalak sent his son Shwetaketu to Benares
for education. The boy returned to his father’s ashram with the
attittide that he was a great scholar and that his father was
illiterate. He thought, “Why should I bow to my father? I am a
learned scholar.” So he stopped bowing. Uddalak Muni noticed
this lack of respect and felt that his son had become very
conceited.

One day he called Shwetaketu and said, “Son, I am not at all
educated, but I want to ask you a question.” The boy replied,
“Ask, and I will answer to the best of my ability.” His father
asked, “What is it, after knowing which nothing remains to be
known? What is it, after attaining which nothing else remains to
be attained?”

The boy thought, ‘This is a very peculiar question. How
should I answer it? I haven’t studied anything like that. There is
no food that will satisfy hunger forever. There are no clothes that
will last forever. We sleep through the night, but then we have to
sleep again. After drinking water, we will again feel thirsty.
Human life is a series of repetitive needs.” He remained silent.
His father said, “Your education is incomplete. Go and ask your
teachers.”

Shwetaketu went back to Benares and asked his teachers,
“Please tell me if there is such a thing, after knowing which
nothing else in this world remains to be known.” His teachers
laughed and said, “Son, your father has asked you something
which is not a matter of debate. You will find the answer only
through faith and reverence. Go to your father, respectfully
prostrate before him, serve him, and when he is pleased with you
he will answer this question. It is not something which you can
learn through lectures. It is not learned from books. It is the most
profound, infinite knowledge.”

So Shwetaketu returned to his father, prostrated at his feet,
and surrendered. He then asked, ‘““‘Revered Sir, please answer this
question. My teachers were unable to tell me.” So Uddalak Muni
laughed and said, “If you examine the clay of one pitcher, you
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will automatically know about the clay of all pitchers. If you rub a
part of a gold ornament and discover whether it is genuine or not,
you will thus know if the rest of the ornament is also pure. In the
same way, if you realize the all-controlling Power which is the
quintessence of everything, you will discover that all worldly
knowledge is included in it.”

It is essential to surrender in order to receive Knowledge.
Only when a seed dissolves itself in the soil does it become a green
shoot and later on a huge tree, which gives shade and sweet fruit.
If sugar didn’t dissolve in water it could not make the water
sweet. If the mind does not merge in God, Who is absolute truth,
consciousness and bliss, this bliss cannot permeate our lives.
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After receiving Knowledge, a devotee visited his sitar
teacher. He discussed the Knowledge with him, and his teacher
said, ““The spiritual master doesn’t live in society. He stays in the
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Himalayas.” Now, the question is, why shouldn’t the spiritual
master live in the world? Do you think that if the master lives in
the world he either is not perfect or will become imperfect? Is his
perfection limited to the Himalayas only? It would mean that he
doesn’t have the Truth.

Suppose, if I take a piece of iron into my house it becomes
gold, and if I take it outside it becomes iron again. Can we say it is
a piece of gold? No, because it is always changing. So if a man
becomes perfect after living in the Himalayas and becomes
ordinary again after he returns to the mundane world, he could
never be called a spiritual masSter. The value of the true master is
that he is perfect wherever he goes. If a perfect teacher can only
survive in the Himalayas, that is not our loss. What could we get
from him? Not much.

The true spiritual master lives simply in the world. He must
be within you, amongst you and with you. He is an example of
how to live. He reveals all secrets.

Once, when I was in Copenhagen, some Russians came to
see me. They said, “We are Russians and we don’t believe in the
existence of God.” I said to them, ‘““There has always been
controversy about whether God exists or not and there always
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will be. But tell me, do you exist or not? Is there any doubt about
that?” They answered, “No, there is no doubt about it. We know
that we are alive and that we exist.” So I said, “You accept that,
but what are you? What ‘you’ are remains to be known.”
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If you really want to go within and have t
beautiful light, the infinite light of God, without using drugs,
right within you, you can do it. The only way to do it is to have
the technique of spiritual insight. It’s not a philosophy, it’s not a
pep-talk. There is a practical way you can really do it,

When you go home, you don’t want a fine lecture on food—
you want food. But with God, we think that we don’t need a
practical experience. Instead, we want a good lecture; we only
want to listen. And then people involve their emotions. I think
that’s wrong. For example, if I am a scientist and I am boiling
water in a flask to prove something and I say, “O flask, O flask,
please help me! Please boil this water!” it’s useless. If it’s right
there, it will happen. What happens when you become emotional
is that you lose your intellect.

For example, if someone makes you angry, you will want to
kill him, and you will do something, anything, to kill him. At that
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time you become so emotional that you lose your reason, and you
don’t think, “I will go to jail if I kill this man.”

In the same way, don’t be emotional in spirituality.
Spirituality is more like studying science. You have to be very
scientific and very, very rational. It’s like that. It’s not emotions
or praying, because praying is asking and meditation is receiving.
When you meditate, you receive.
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Actually, what is truth? Mohammed propagated truth, and i:
is not different from the truth propagated by Lord Rama and
Lord Jesus Christ. Can there be two or three truths? Truth is
only one. If it is absolute, it means that it is all-pervading.

You people are all sitting here, so I can say that very many
devotees have assembled here. That is a truth, but is not absolute
truth. It is only a relative truth. It is true only for this one place,

not for every place. This place is not-everywhere. You are not
sitting everywhere, only here. We should worship only the
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absolute truth. We should leave relative truths and experience the
absolute truth, that which is one for the entire creation. After we
know it, we should worship it. While you are alive you should
definitely make the attempt to realize that truth which is true for
the followers of all religions

We should live in this world like the lotus, which lives in
muddy water but doesn’t get wet. There are two types of people
in the world. For example, if a rock and some soil are both put in
water, the soil will dissolve, but the rock will keep the same shape.
If we practise Knowledge, we become solid like the rock; we will
not dissolve in the water of worldly illusion. If we are like the soil,
we will be obliterated in the water of maya.

Saints say that when you receive Knowledge from the
master, you become fearless. St. Kabir said, “I've caught death
and made him my disciple; I've cut off the ears of fear. I meditate
on the Holy Name, so to whom should I bow!” Maya tries to
deceive everyone, but a saint deceives the deceiver. Maya does his
bidding. This is possible through the Knowledge which the saints
give.Mayais subject to Knowledge in the same way as darkness is
subject to light.

Knowledge is also a light. Just as the sun dispels the
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darkness of night, the darkness of maya is dispelled by the sun of
Knowledge. When the night has passed, light permeates
everywhere. St Kabir also said, “Maya fools everyone, so I bow
to that trickster who has tricked even maya.”

There are many devotees of Krishna in India. If you read his
stary you will find out that his uncle, King Kamsa, did not want
him to be born, because a prophecy had foretold that a son of
Kamsa’s sister, Devki, would kill him. He did not want any of her
children to survive, whether they were divine incarnations or not,
so he killed each of them at birth. But you cannot prevent
the birth of an avatar. Greatness does not bow before evil. Before
Lord Krishna was born, his parents had been imprisoned, and
each of his brothers had been killed, but Lord Krishna survived.
When he grew up he spread spiritual Knowledge. He also killed
Kamsa.

If Lord Krishna was an avatar, a divine incarnation, why did
people treat him like that? Why didn’t Kamsa recognize his
divinity? Why didn’t he bow before him and worship him? Also,
King Sishupal insulted Krishna 101 times. He abused Lord
Krishna and accused him of 101 faults. If Krishna was divine,
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why didn’t Sishupal realize that? Why didn’t he prostrate before
him?

The point is that only a realized soul or a devotee can
recognize a divine master. Therefore, in the Bhagavad Gita Lord
Krishna said, ““Of the four types of devotees, the one who has
realized Knowledge is best, he actually knows Me.” Without
understanding Knowledge you cannot recognize the Master.
People with natures like Sishupal’s and Kamsa’s can never accept
saints.
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was very poor. His wife said,
“Please do something to bring in money.” There were many poor
people in that village so one day they all went to the king and said,
“Your Majesty, our village is very poor, and we don't have the
means of making a living. Please be gracious enough to do
something for us.” The king said, “Very well. I will establish a
market there, and anything that is not sold, I myself will

purchase.”
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Traders came from far and near and set up a fine market.
The brahmin’s wife said, “You should make scmething and sell
it.”” The brahmin said, *“I don’t know how to make anything.” So
his wife made a nice statue of Shanishwardev, the god of bad
luck, and told her husband to take it to the market and sell it.

The poor brahmin took the statue to the market, and people
were interested, but when they found out whose statue it was,
they were not prepared to buy it.

Evening came, and the king’s officials came to buy up
whatever was left over. They came to the brahmin and asked,
“Whose statue is this?”” He replied, ‘‘Lord Shanishwardev.” The
officials said to each other, “If we take back this statue, it will
bring bad luck to the king, and even the kingdom. We won’t buy
it.”” They returned to the king and said, “We don’t think that it is
a good idea to buy this statue. It will do you great harm.” The
king said, “I have to keep my word. I said that I would buy
whatever was left over, so you must buy this statue.”

So the king bought it, and immediately bad luck and ill-
omens started appearing. Ill feelings arose in people’s minds.
Ministers started resigning. The common people started noticing
that something was wrong. The king’s officials were confused and
they deserted him. Soon the king was all alone.

One night the unfortunate king had a dream in which he saw
a beautiful goddess leaving the palace. He asked her, “Who are
you and where are you going?”’ She said, “I am the goddess of
wisdom. Now that Shanishwardev is in your house, knowledge
and wisdom can’t stay there.” After she had disappeared, another.
goddess started to leave. The king asked, “Who are you?”’ She
said, “I am Lakshmi, the goddess of prosperity. Where
Shanishwardev lives, Lakshmi cannot.” Other gods and
goddesses followed her. The king was in despair.

After a while a shining celestial being appeared. “Who are
you?” the king asked. “‘I am Satyadev, the god of truth. All the
other virtues have left your kingdom, so why should I stay?” The
king caught Satyadev’s hand and cried, “Look, I bought that
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statue to defend your honour! I sacrificed everything for you, and
now you are leaving me?”’ Satyadev said, ‘“What you say is true. I
won’t go. I am very pleased with you,.so I will restore your
kingdom to you.” Satyadev went back inside the palace. After a
while, Lakshmi and all the other gods and goddesses returned,
saying, “We’ll go wherever Truth goes.”

The moral of this story is that we should never forsake truth,
no matter what sacrifice is necessary.
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It is the duty, the proper role of the guru to give spiritual
Knowledge to his disciples and to see that the disciple reaches the
goal. A farmer doesn’t plant a seed and leave it to the mercy of the
sun, rain and wind. He makes sure that his seed gets balanced
nourishment. Similarly, a true spiritual master sees whether his
disciple is progressing in Knowledge or not. The disciple must,
however, dedicate his mind.

Like guru, like disciple. Nowadays there are a lot of gurus. It
has become all show and nothing else.

Many people speak without understanding. If God is
almighty, He can do anything. We cannot impose any limitations
on Him. He can be bound only by love, and he can be called only
by love. He can never be known by intellect and debate. He is
something beyond reasen and intellect.

Some people call themselves great sages and spread their
own fame. Actually, they are only degrading themselves. They
cannot give mankind the true Knowledge, so they are only
pretending to be gurus. If someone has nothing, how can he give
something to anyone else? If someone doesn’t have true
Knowledge himself, how will he be able to give it to others?
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After Ravanna had kidnapped Sita, Rama was wandering
around grief-stricken, looking for her. At this time Lord Shiva
and Parvati arrived. Lord Shiva prostrated before Rama. Parvati
was confused by this and asked, ““Is this whom you came to see?
This youth is King Dasaratha’s son, and he is pining for his wife.
He is sunk in ignorance. Why did you bow to him?”

We can assume that Parvati didn’t have the necessary insight
to realize who Lord Rama really was. Parvati had eyes like
zverybody else, so what was that thing, that special eye, by which
Lord Shiva recognized Rama? Parvati was the wife of Lord
Shiva; she lived with him. Even so, what was lacking in her that
kept her in ignorance of who Lord Rama was?

'If he had wanted to, Lord Rama could do anything, but he
always followed the normal path of action. No divine incarnation
ever declared his divinity—we say that he is divine. God never
says, “I am God.” The devotees call Him that and only a devotee
can recognize Him.

If you don’t know my name, what will you do? You will ask
me. Only I can introduce myself to you, because I know who I
aru. Similarly, a divine master makes himself known to devotees,
and no one else can do it. The soul is in ignorance but God is all-
knowing. There is no use in listening to ignorant people. They
can never recognize the Lord.
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Once there was a very learned brahmin. A businessman
arranged for him to give a recital of the scriptures. Afterwards, he
gave a donation to the brahmin and said, “It is written that after
Sukdev Muni gave this same reading to King Parikshit, a celestial
plane came and took the king to heaven. I don’t see any plane
coming for me.”

The brahmin knew the scriptures and said, ‘““Well, this is the
age of darkness, so you have to hear it four times.” So the
businessmen heard the same reading three more times and gave
three more donations: Still the plane didn’t come. The brahmin
was ‘also confused. He said, “I did everything according to the
scriptures. I don’t know what is missing.”

On the way home, the brahmin came across the cottage of a
sage. He had great faith in saints, so he asked him, “I don’t know
what went wrong. I gave four readings, still that plane didn’t
come. According to the scriptures that plane should have come by
now.” The saint said, “Both of you come here this evening, and
I’ll explain it all to you.”

In the evening they both visited the saint, saying, ‘“We are at
your service. Show us how to get to heaven.”

The saint tied their hands with a rope and put them facing
each other in another room. They wondered what was going on.
After a while the saint opened the door and said, “Why haven’t
you untied each other?”” They said, ‘“We are both tied up, so how
could we free each other?”’ The saint said, “You are both tied up
in the world, just like you are tied up here. So how can you reach
heaven?

This also applies to us. We are doing practices, but we don’t
get the pleasure from them that we should, because we are lacking
something. We are worshipping God to fulfill our desires. We
bow and pray to get happiness and prosperity, never for
misfortune! However, we should understand one thing—we have
to control the mind. People do religious practices, but their minds
are flying everywhere else. So how will they get peace and
happiness? 0
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Once a swan was flying from the east towards the west, and it
was evening so he rested on a tree. On that tree he found two
young owls, and they asked, ‘“Who are you?”’ He said, “I am a
swan, and I am coming from the east.” They asked, “Where is
east?” He said, “East is the direction where the sun rises in the
sky.” They asked, “What is ‘sun’? We do not know what ‘sun’
is.” The swan said, “You are just children; when your papa
comes home, ask him and he will tell you.”

When their father returned home, the young owls asked him,
“Papa, can you tell us what ‘sun’ is?”’ Their father looked in the
dictionary, but it did not have the word ‘sun’, because owls do not
know what sun is. Their papa thought it was probably a hoax, but
the young owls said, “No, that swan was very sure of himself.”
Sun must be something, so please, papa, go and find out.” The
father ow] went to the priest and said, I have a question. What is
‘sun’?” The priest said, ““My son, my hair is all grey now, and in
all my life I have never heard this word ‘sun’.” So the father owl
was satisfied with that. He came home and said, “This swan
character is trying to deceive you.”

The very next day the young owls grabbed the swan and
said, “You are a crook, you are a liar. You will go to hell.” The
swan said, “‘Okay, wait; I’ll show you what the sun is.”” So they
waited together and as the night was about to end, the young owls
said, “It’s night for us now; we are sleepy and we want to go to
bed.” The swan said, ‘“No, stay here; you are going to see the sun!
Stay awake!”

Finally the big round ball of the sun began to rise, and the
swan said, ‘“Look! There is the sun.” The owls said, “We can’t
see anything. This is our nighttime, and we can’t see at night.”
Then the swan realized that the owls can’t see in the daytime, so
he opened their eyes for them, and for the first time in their lives
they saw the sun rising in the east. They experienced the sun.

People are like this. You tell them about Knowledge but they
say it’s crazy, it cannot happen, it’s all lies. They say that anyone
who talks about Knowledge or God-realization is a deceiver. But
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no. Maybe your dictionary is not complete; maybe you don’t have
the experience of God. But there are people who have seen, there
are people who have experienced. If man cannot experience God,
then why do we have the word ‘God’? If you follow the path of
the master, of spiritual people, then you can have that experience.
It’s not a deception. If you follow the path, then you can see. Like
the Bible says, “If thine eye be single, thy body shall be full of
light.’
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A man read in his encyclopedia that whales are found in sea
water. So he took a test tube to the ocean, filled it and brought it
home. He looked through a microscope and wondered where the
whale was. There was no whale so he thought to himself, ‘But the
book must be right.” The book was right; whales definitely live in
sea water, and he did have sea water, so what is wrong? The
problem with us is that we are so limited. If he had a much bigger
container, he could have captured a whale.

Our organs are limited, and through them we cannot
experience God. That is why God is said to be beyond the
working organs, mind and intellect. Only a true spiritual master
can show that to you.
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The most important thing in life is to understand and to
experience. For example, somebody tells you, “There is a nice
religious movie playing now. You should go and see it.” You buy
a ticket and sit down. Now, before the film starts, they show
advertisements, some supporting features, and when you see all
this you begin to think, ‘This is not religious. This is not much of
a movie,” so you stand up and walk out. Then you tell that person
who told you about the film that he told you a lie. Now, the
problem is not with that person, because whatever he told you is
correct. The problem is that you didn’t wait patiently to see the
film. The film hadn’t actually started. In the same way, real
experience, mystical experience, only comes when your mind is in
unison with the Divine Word, and not before that.
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A lighthouse on the seashore sends out signals to warn ships
that dangerous rocks are nearby. The life of a spiritual master is
like a lighthouse. He acts like a lamp. His work is to uplift and
save us from our evil actions.

If there are any dents or irregularities in a pot, the
coppersmith places one hand inside the vessel and beats it on the
outside with a hammer. Then the pot becomes round and
smooth. Any fault is corrected. Similarly, the spiritual master
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supports us within by his grace and outwardly moulds us so that
we become strong and flawless. Guru is the potter and the
disciple is the pot he hammers again and again. Guru supports us

_from within and from the outside he removes the flaws. He heals
the wounds of maya, and sees if we are strong or weak.

We should be determined. If a building, even a palace, is
built on sand, one day it will collapse. If it is built on stone it will
remain firm and never fall. Make your devotion so strong that it is
indestructible. The foundation of that indestructibility is truth.
Nothing except truth is everlasting.

The spiritual master wants to give us everything which will
benefit us, and we should accept that. Within our hearts should
be keen eagerness and reverence. We often say, “I will do this
work tomorrow.” We believe and hope that we will be here
tomorrow, and by this faith we carry on. Understand the
greatness of faith. )
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A farmer had two sons. He wanted to see how intelligent
they were, and whether they were industrious or lazy. He called
them both and said, “I have some capital and I want you to take
care of it. See that it doesn’t get wasted.” He gave each son a
handful of seeds.




162 THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE

The first son thought, “They have to be kept safe, so I will
wrap them up and keep them in.a box, put this small box inside a
bigger box and close it tightly. Then they will be safe.”

The second son had more initiative. He went to his field,
prepared it and planted the seeds.

After some time the farmer called his sons and asked them
to return his capital. The first son brought the box in which he
kept the seeds, but when he opened it he saw that the seeds had
decayed and had turned to dust. Then the farmer asked the
second son to return the seeds. That son went and filled a bullock
cart full of grain and brought it to his father. The farmer asked,
“Where did you get all this grain?”* The son replied, “I planted
the seeds you gave me for safe-keeping. They grew into grain
whose seeds I also planted, and this is the harvest. So please take
it; it all belongs to you.”

It is obvious who took proper care of the seeds. Similarly, we
receive spiritual Knowledge by the grace of the saints. If we lock
this Knowledge up within ourselves, and don’t practise it, it will
decay. But a clever disciple will plant this seed of Knowledge in
the field of his life. Every minute of his life will flow in that
current, and thus his life will be successful.

This Knowledge has no limits. It extends everywhere.
Knowledge dawns when ignorance is dispelled. The second son
reaped the benefit because he planted the seed in his field.
Similarly, if the Knowledge becomes an integral part of our lives,
then we really become wealthy. We won’t just know Knowledge,
we will become Knowledge. We won’t just be meditators, we will
become meditation; we will become that very stream that flows
constantly from God. Lord Krishna said, ‘“He who attains Me,
never returns to this world. He reaches eternal salvation from
which there is no return.” -

Like that second son, we should be tending our fields day
and night. We should dive into this Knowledge. If we don’t, the
Knowledge will decay and we won’t reap the benefit. When a
farmer plants seed in a field, he waters it, gives it fertilizer and
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takes care of it. Similarly, we should protect this seed of
Knowledge from the mind, intellect and senses. What is essential
for that? The saints say that satsang, service, meditation and
being in presence of the Master are essential. If we don’t have
these, it is all useless, and the Knowledge won’t flourish. After
receiving Knowledge, our duty is to do service, because a devotee
who does not serve cannot cross the ocean of illusion.

Once a saint was explaining to his disciple that true joy lies in
renunciation. The disciple disagreed. He said, “No, master. Joy is
in the 'world, joy is in wealth. All happiness depends on money.”

One day they had to cross a river. The saint didn’t have any
money, but he knew that his disciple did. He was thinking that
the disciple would pay the ferryman. The disciple understood
this. He thought, “This is a good chance to show my master that
there is power in money.” He kept his money in his pocket and
walked behind the saint, thinking, ‘My master is very stubborn.
Why isn’t he asking for the money?”” Finally the disciple hired a
boatman to take them across. When they had reached the other
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side, the disciple said, ““See, master, how much power there is in
money!”

The saint said, “No, my son. There is no power in money,
but there is power in renouncing money. When you kept the
money we were left standing on the riverbank, but when you
parted with it and were empty-handed, we were able to cross.”

There is joy in renunciation. You put aside important work
to come to satsang, and so you enjoy a spiritual environment. A
person evolves spiritually when he comes to satsang and listens to
discourses about God.

Once Guru Nanak was bathing in a river when he saw a
brahmin praying and throwing water at the sun. Nanak asked
him, ‘“Sir, what are you doing?” The brahmin said, “I am
offering water to the sun god.” Guru Nanak said, “That’s a very
good idea.” He turned in the exact opposite direction and began
throwing water. People said, ““Sir, the sun is in the opposite
direction. Turn around and throw water like that brahmin is
doing.” He replied, “If the water he throws can reach the sun,
then from here I can water my fields!”

Simply thinking won’t accomplish anything. Similarly,
nothing happens through mere talk. We should be practical. If we
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want a child, we want a real child, one that we can experience.
Nobody wants an-imaginary child. However, people think that it
is all right to have an imaginary God. What mistake has God
committed that you want Him to be only imaginary?

I once met a man who said, ‘“‘Devotion doesn’t bring me any
joy.” I asked why. He answered, ‘“When I imagine God, His
crown is always too big. When I try to garland Him, the garland
gets entangled in the crown. I feel very frustrated.” I said,
“Listen, if you can imagine God with a large crown, why can’t
you imagine Him with a small crown? Or else imagine a larger
garland that won’t get entangled.”” So, imagination can also be
imagined. It is very temporary, but soul is eternal. God does not
change. God is the only thing in this world that does not change.
The rest is imaginary and changeable. Everything changes.
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Jesus Christ said that the abode of God has a gate, and
anyone who has pride in his wealth, traditions, family or
reputation, becomes so swollen with this burden of pride that he
cannot go through that gate. He will get stuck. It is a narrow gate,
and a man carrying too much baggage cannot go through. He
must become small, very small.




166 THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE

Concentration of mind refines a person so that he lets go of
his pride and enters the kingdom of heaven. That is why we stress
concentration of mind. It is not enough to look at a room through
a hole in the door. You should open the door and go inside. If a
camera is not steady, the photo will niot be sharp and clear. So
without concentration of mind you -cannot have spiritual
experience.
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You may have heard the term, *spiritual revolution’. What
does it mean? If sciencé is controlled by spirituality, then it can
help man along the path of progress and evolution, bur if it is
controlled by materialism then it will ultimately be the cause of
destruction.

For example, I talk about truth, duty and faith, but if I
receive a million dollars and start thinking about how to spend it
on myself, what will happen to my noble ideals? But if I use the
money in the cause of faith, duty and truth, then there is no
discrepancy in my words and my deeds and I will stay firm on the
spiritual path. Until my foot is firmly fixed on the path, I will be
tossed about like a boat in a storm. My words and actions will be
totally different.
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How can a spiritual revolution start? Imagine, for example,
that I am an expert telephone technician. If a phone becomes
faulty in any way, I can fix it. Humanity declines through
jealousy, hatred and dissension. If I have spiritual power, I can
change people by my path, by my wisdom and spirituality. Even
though people may criticize me, I will make them good. People
can tire of criticising, but I will never tire of transforming people.

In the Bhagavad Gita Lord Krishna satd, ‘“This Knowledge
is such an enigma that many people hear about it and don’t
understand. Many who have Knowledge don’t understand, and
those who do understand are surprised at how subtle it is.”

Deceit is hidden in the heart with the curtains drawn. Truth,
its opponent, is expressed boldly. A powerful ruler can oppress
and coerce his subjects. He can enforce his rule on others, but he
cannot win their hearts. The ruler of the heart, the leader of the
spiritual revolution, is the one we call the Satguru. To be
awakened spiritually, we have to find him, realize the truth and
become involved in establishing peace on earth.

An ancient prayer says:

Guru Brahma, Guru Vishnu,
Guru Devo Maheshwara,

Guru Sakshat Parambrahm,

Tas mai Shri Guru vai namaha.

“Guru is the creator, Guru is the preserver,

Guru is the destroyer.

Guru is the highest manifestation of the Supreme God,
I bow my head and heart at his feet.”

‘Manifestation’ means that something or someone appears
before you. Who is he for whom this prayer was written?
Scriptures tell us about him. Saint Tulsidas said, “I bow to the
feet of Guru, who is the ocean of mercy and God in human form.
His words dispel illusion, just as the sun dispels darkness.” How
wonderful those words must be that they can transform the
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darkness of ignorance within us into the Light of Knowledge!

People mostly see only the badness in others. Their words
are full of bitterness. But within gentle people is gentleness, and
we can know it from the way they talk. A saint speaks the plain
truth. He says, “Realize Knowledge! Realize it!”” Knowledge can
be realized. Only the living Master can make you realize. This is
why everyone glorifies him.
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Devotion is not onl
evolution, to attain constancy in spirit and steadiness in mind.
Through devotion a disciple attains immunity from the modes of
nature and thus becomes constant in his experience. This is why
meditation is a must. But to strengthen oneself in meditation, the
accessories satsang and service are necessary. Meditation is a
vigilant attention on the Word, the primordial vibration, which
identifies the individual being with the Supreme Being.

Sometimes conviction or faith gets blurred because of the
play of the modes of nature, which blurs and covers the inner
conviction with the smoke of samskaras and effects us in the
negative, which we take as a doubt. Take it as natural in the-
process, and instead of getting disheartened, become more
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objective and vigilant, and understand the fleetingnature of such
doubts. If your understanding of this Knowledge becomes
strong, you will have no doubts. The goal of constant meditation
and uninterrupted devotion, which was attained by people before
us through persistent practice and the spirit of discrimination,
will be attained in the future also through the same process. The
principle and the way of spirituality is eternal. It can’t be
different for different people. Grace is vital no doubt, but mind
it, God helps those who help themselves.

The most important thing is to do meditation. If we have a
connection with a great soul, we have a chance to become holy and
pure. Life does not last long. When death will come, no oné can
.say. Now we have this human body; even if suffering and
difficulties come, only in this human life can we attain liberation.
The lives of the saints were full of struggle and difficulties, but they
always continued meditation and encouraged others to do likewise.

The leaves of the neem tree are bitter but beneficial. Similarly,
it is difficult to sit for a long time in meditation, but it is beneficial.
No matter what difficulties come in the path of devotion, the main
aim of this human life must be achieved. We should endure all
difficulties and carry on.

Huge waves rise in the sea, but this doesn’t mean that we
drown. We can be saved by means of a lifeboat. We must try to save
ourselves from the waves of maya in the worldly ocean by the
lifeboat of Knowledge. For that we must do meditation and
service. This is a golden opportunity. Knowledge never fails; it will
never let us drown. The light of the beacon of Knowledge can
never be extinguished by the darkness of ignorance. Now we have
an opportunity to actively work for our salvation.

Our minds roam in the external world, so we practise
disciplines to control it. For example, when the teacher is
explaining something, many children do not understand because
their minds are elsewhere. To attract their attention the teacher
draws something on the blackboard to illustrate a point. But why
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don’t they understand? It is because they lack concentration.

A driver may be very capable, but if he lacks concentration
he will have an accident. You may have seen the knife-throwing
act in the circus. A woman is tied to a board and a blindfolded
man stands in front of her and throws knives. If his attention
wavers at any time, then definitely the knife will hit the woman.
But his concentration is so firm, so steady, that even though a
band is playing and thousands of people are watching, his
concentration never falters.

A tightrope walker’s concentration is so centred that he can
walk the rope. The path of devotion is like walking a tightrope. If
you lose concentration you will fall down. So where should we fix
the mind? In meditation on God. A saint said, Karat karar abhyas
se jara mati hota sujan/Rassi awar jar se sil par parat nisan:
“Grooves are worn in stone by the constant rubbjng of a rope. By
practice of meditation, even a dimwitted person can become
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One day a saint was strolling along a river bank, when he saw
a scorpion drowning. He pulled it out and was about to put it on
the ground when it stung him and again fell into the water. The
saint again took it out and again it stung him and fell into the
river.
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A man was watching all this. He said to the saint, “You are
saving that scorpion and it is stinging you, and yet again you try
to save it. If it doesn’t want to be rescued, why are you trying?”’
So the saint said, “It is a small creature and its nature is to sting.
If it cannot change its nature, why should I change mine? My
nature i1s to be gentle and compassionate, so I try to save it.”
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There are many ideas about how to gain peace, but any
attempt we make is so feeble, so inefficient. This speedy mind
cannot be caught. If the mind is running at such a high speed,
how can it be brought under control? Patanjali in the Yoga
Shastra describes yoga as ‘control of the fluctuations_of mind.’
Lord Krishna also said, “‘He whose mind is not under his control
is neither a yogi nor a renunciate.” How is this control achieved?
Can the fluctuations of mind be controlled by a rope or a stake?
How can this mind be stopped? If you put an object weighing one
pound on one pan of a scale, and a half-pound weight on the
other, then the first pan cannot rise. To make it rise you have to
place one pound or more on the other side. Similarly, to control
the mind you need something more powerful than the mind. You
have to find that thing which can tie the mind.

The word ‘Ram’ is composed of R—a—m. It can be spoken,
and it has a beginning and an end. Even while it is being uttered,
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who knows in what circles the mind can spin? It can go off on so
many tangents. Your body is sitting here, but how far can your
mind go? Without the aid of an airplane, the mind can travel far
and then return. So practices like chanting are useless for.
controlling the mind. It can only be controlled by a technique
more powerful than the mind itself. What is that? The Holy
Name of God. It is eternal, unutterable and indestructible. It is
not something you can talk about. It is the unchanted chant.
This means that it is within us. Guru Nanak said, ‘“‘Remember
the Word which is omnipresent in land and water. Why
remember anything else that has a beginning and an end?”
Anything that is pronounceable has a beginning and an end, and
remembering it does not bring the mind under control.

Now, how does one find this Word of God that the saints
have spoken about? What is it? Where is it hidden? You do not
have to search outside yourself, but within your breath. Anyone
who stops breathing dies. All the actions we do are dependent on
the breath. This life-energy is hidden in the breath alone. Search
for it. Only the spiritual master, the knower of God, can make
others perceive it. He reveals it. Therefore, saints have always
glorified the master.

There are eight types of yogic powers, and one is the power
of becoming huge. When Hanuman met Sursha,a demoness who
challenged his passage through her territory, he made himself
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become as big as an elephant. Sursha also became just as huge.
Then Hanuman used his powers to become very small. He
entered her mouth and came out of her ear. By his powers,
Hanuman flew across the ocean. Hahuman had these powers and
what did he do? He served Lord Rama.

You can attain all the yogic powers—becoming big or small,
walking on water, walking underwater, etc. but what good will it
do you if you have no devotion? So instead of falling into the trap
of these powers, we should put them into devotion. This is the
straightest and easiest path. You should follow the straight path
and not fall into the snares of illusion.

This maya is very deceptive. It has fooled the greatest of
sages. The only way to avoid being trapped is to follow the living

Do you know how they catch monkeys in India? They put
some chickpeas in an earthen vessel which has a wide mouth and
a narrow neck. The monkey’s hand can go in only when it is
straight. If the monkey closes his fist, his hand can’t go in or come
out. When the monkey sees the chickpeas, he puts his hand in and
grabs a fistful. He wants to take them out, but can’t because his
hand is closed; his fist cannot fit through the narrow neck of the
pot. Then he is easily caught.
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The monkey can get free if he lets go of the chickpeas and
straightens his hand so that it can come out. But he is so greedy
that he will not let go! He keeps his fist closed and cannot free his
hand.

In the same way, we have created around ourselves a net of
maya, and we are so attracted by it that we are caught in that net,
like the monkey’s hand gets caught-in the jar. We are wasting our
lives by not seeking spiritual peace and freedom.

Scriptures are the history of saints. The greatness of the
saints and the opposition they faced are both described. Saint
Kabir spread the plain and simple truth, but his contemporaries
opposed him bitterly. There was a Persian saint called Shams -i-
Tabriz whose skin was torn off in strips. Jesus Christ was.
crucified. Mohammed had to leave his country. Even though
today they are glorified, during their lifetime they had to face
opposition.

The sun rises and gives light, but the sun itself doesn’t come
to us at all. First the sky slowly reddens, then gradually the sun
rises above the horizon and spreads its light to the world. The
earth could never touch the sun, and even if it could, at that time
you would say that there is no sun; which would be nonsense.
There definitely is a sun, but for some time it is not perceptible.



~ Stories and thoughts 175

Similarly, when the work of any saint met an obstacle, they
rose above it and continued to spread the Truth. A saint is a
leader who uplifts the people of his country and humanity at
large. How can we tell who is a saint? What is thé proof? Gold is
first tested before it is called gold. Similarly, there is a way to tell
who is a saint, and we should find out what it is.

[

Before you receive Knowledge, you should check it out. If
you don’t do this, you will not grasp it properly. To examine it,
three things are necessary. First, you must listen about it.
Otherwise, how will you know what it is? Then you should think
about what is told to you. Then, when you receive it, you must
practise regularly. First listen, then think deeply, then practise
regularly. Have some understanding of it; have some experience
of your own.

In a market are many things which are imitations. For each
genuine article there is also an imitation. The fake is worthless
but the genuine article has value. How can you differentiate
between the two? You must examine them thoroughly. Similarly,
there are both false and genuine types of people. Some people
chant hymns or mantras but actually are hypocrites. Some people
are true devotees, and there are some who appear to be devoted
but aciually harbour the intention to hurt others.
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If a donkey is given a lion’s skin to wear, it doesn’t become a
lion. Wearing a lion’s skin won’t make it king of the jungle.
Similarly, a man does not become good just by believing that he is
good. He may wear a prayer shawl, he may be very learned and
consider himself great, but inside he is sinful. When the real test
comes, the badness within him will be his downfall.

Once someone said to me, “I don’t believe in God.” 1 said,
“Very well, you don’t believe in God. If you don’t experience
something, why should you believe in it? But do you believe that
a person can attain peace of mind or some state like that?”’ He
said, “Yes, I believe in peace of mind. Everyone should have
that.”

Every father wants peace in his family. Relatives also want
peace in their homes. All members of a society want peace.
Citizens of a nation also want to live in peace. Why do we have
such huge armies and police forces? To maintain peace. Peace is
essential for everyone. Political leaders generally want to avoid
war so they make peace efforts. The United Nations was formed
for peace. It tries to maintain peace between nations. But all wars
and quarrels have one origin and that is man’s mind. All crises
arise in the mind of man. If you want to end fighting, if you truly
want peace, first of all establish peace in your own mind. Then
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seace will come in the family, in society, in the nation and in the
world.

This mental peace has been expressed in different words,
such as Knowledge, samadhi, experience of God. Different
religions have given it different names. Different beliefs have
arisen from the differences in language, but the peace is the same
for everyone. Everyone wants peace, but we don’t get it because
we don’t know where it is.

Why don’t we find peace? Think about it. Suppose there is a
great treasure beneath a poor man’s hut. Until that poor man
“discovers it, he won’t be benefitted. First he has to find the
treasure and dig it up. His hut won’t turn into a palace just
because it is above a treasure. Similarly, until a human being
realizes what a great treasure and power his own soul is, and until
he can link up to it, he can never experience the bliss that it
contains.

i}
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Today the sky is clear. Our hearts should also be clear. When
clouds cover the sky they block its heat and light. Similarly,
illusion and ignorance obscure anything we gain from God. We
want to be enlightened. Only when ignorance and illusion are
gone, can we directly experience the Truth.

A person who doesn’t see the Light within hlmself is
spiritually blind. He who doesn’t hear the Divine Music is deaf,
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and he who doesn’t know the True Name of God is actually
dumb.

Saints and divine masters come into this world to give us
that Light. When we take their shelter, we are freed from th
blindness, deafness and dumbness.

We hear about ‘holy men’ who can pluck objects from thin air
or make things fall from the sky. By their yogic powers they can
walk on water. They exhibit amazing powers, and people are very
impressed. For a while they may be greatly awed by all this, but
spiritual Knowledge doesn’t come through these magical displays.
I believe that a person can fly through the air if he practises years of
austerities, but his austerities are worth 28 rupees, because that
is the cost of a plane ticket from Patna to Gaya. Someone can
materialize raisins and oranges after many years of penances, but
you can go to the market and buy as much fruit as you like. So what
is the value of so many years of austerities? Only a few rupees.

" Gautama Buddha renounced his family and kingdom to
search for truth. As he was travelling along a road he became sick,
and was so weak that he almost fainted. An old woman saved him,
and after regaining his health he continued on his way and reached
a monastery. The abbot of this monastery taught him some
techniques to gain wealth and power through yogic powers.
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Buddha asked the abbot for spiritual knowledge. The abbot
replied, “I don’t have that kind of knowledge. I have techniques
for material enjoyment. But these things mean nothing to you. I
myself do not have the knowledge of the soul.”

So, miracles won'’t give you spiritual insight. For that, you
have to go to a realized soul.
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A man was drowning in a river. Someone standing on the
bank saw him and threw him a rope. The drowning man used the
rope to pull himself out of the water. Then he thought, “I am out

- of the water now, so I don’t need this rope.”” He let go.of the rope
and again fell into the water.

This is our condition, too. When the spiritual master sees us
drowning in the sea of illusion, he throws us the rope of
Knowledge. We catch hold of this rope and afterwards start
wondering what to do. We do some meditation and have a few
experiences, then we stop. We fall with a crash from where we
were.

Therefore, keep hold of the rope of Knowledge. When a man
loses strength and starts to drown, he says, “No, no. I will not let
go of the rope,” and grips it firmly. The person standing on the
shore pulls in the rope, and the drowning man starts to rise up.
When his feet touch the shore, then he can let go of the rope, then
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he doesn’t need it any more. Similarly, the spiritual master reels
in his devotees by the rope of Knowledge and draws them to
himself. Then he takes them to his highest abode. He then says,
“Now you have realized who I really am. You don’t need the
rope. You can let go.” If the devotee lets go before that, he will
fall. That is not the fault of the master, it is our fault because we
let go prematurely. Therefore, don’t stop meditating. Practising

Once a queen lost her necklace. A hawk found it and,
thinking that it was something to eat, picked it up and hung it on
a tree right next to a lake. The king was upset and told his
courtiers and soldiers to look for the necklace. At last one of them
reached this tree. In the water he saw the reflection of the necklace.
He called others and told them the news. When everyone saw the
reflection of the necklace they thought it was the real thing, and
to get 1t they jumped into the water, but couldn’t find it. They
went to the king and said, “We can see the necklace, but it is
impossible to get it.” The king listened to all this and was
surprised. It was indeed strange. Finally the king himself went to
the lake. He too saw the reflection in the water but was unable to
reach it.
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After a while, a saint arrived. He saw all those people trying
in vain to find the necklace. He knew it was imposs'ible, so he told
all of them, including the king, “You are trying to catch a
reflection. The real necklace is hanging on a tree. Climb the tree
and .get it. Don’t waste time trying to grab a reflection.”

This is also happening in our lives. We read the scriptures,
which are a reflection of God, a reflection of the truth. We go to
temples and churches which are only an .indication of the
existence of God. We are going for reflections when actually we
should search for the truth, otherwise, all our actions will have no
beneficial result.

I met a gentleman who asked me how much I had read of the
Vedas and Upanishads. Now, the root of veda is vi_fki, knowlédge,
and that religion whose nucleus is the Knowledge of God is true
religion. Knowledge is a matter of realization, not reading. We
learn from experience.
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A person who does not know Sanskrit cannot read the Vedas,
so how is liberation possible for him? Which Veda did Lord
Krishna teach Arjuna? He gave him practical spiritual Knowledge.
If Knowledge only meant learning the Vedas, the significance of
the Bhagavad Gita changes—the verses in the Gita do not remain
verses but become Vedic mantras. But this is not so. Krishna did
not teach mantras—he revealed the Knowledge of God.

Scriptures existed before we were born, but we won’t get
salvation just by reading them. Once some people said to Jesus,
‘“Master, you criticize the holy books.” He replied, “I have not
come to destroy the scriptures, but to fulfill them.” He had come to
reveal the Light mentioned in the scriptures. N

Great souls do not come to negate the Vedas or any other
scripture. They come to fulfill the scriptures by revealing that
Knowledge mentioned in them. Then people can understand the
real meaning of the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Bible and other
scriptures. Lord Krishna told Arjuna, “I am neither truenor
untrue. I am inexpressible. I cannot be expressed in words.”

Ramakrishna Paramhansa said that all the scriptures are the
result of speech—they are not Truth. The Word of God cannot be
uttered by the tongue, therefore it is pure. That Word is
functioning non-stop within us, and its true form cannot be
expressed in speech. It is consciousness itself. To know this Word
is to know the mysteries of all the Vedas and scriptures because
they all point out that we should realize this eternal, indestructible
Word of God.
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King Shivaji was very impressed by Saint Tukaram’s
devotion. Once, Saint Tukaram was holding a devotional
program. King Shivaji disguised himself as a brahmin and sat in
the back of the assembly. Another brahmin recognized him so he
silently left the meeting and went to the camp of the Moghuls,
Shivaji’s enemies. He told them, ‘‘Saint Tukaram is holding
satsang and Shivaji, dressed as a brahmin, is listening. You'd
better go and arrest him. If you don’t, he will escape. I've told
you that much, and now I'd better go.”

The Moghul emperor sent some soldiers to arrest Shivaji,
saying, “Go to where Tukaram is holding satsang, and arrest
Shivaji, who is dressed as a brahmin.” The soldiers reached the
place where satsang was being held and saw many people sitting
there. Saint Tukaram was singing devotional songs which he
himself had composed. The soldiers were looking for the brahmin
they were supposed to arrest but couldn’t find him. They asked
someone, “Is there a brahmin here?” The villagers knew only the
brahmin from their own village, who happened to be the traitor,
and pointed to him. So the soldiers arrésted him. He cried, “It’s
not me! It’s him!”” But he was arrested and taken away. When
Shivaji heard this, he believed that he had been saved by
Tukaram’s blessing. His love and reverence increased
enormously and he decided to become his disciple.

As an offering, he sent two trays of jewels to Tukaram’s
home. Tukaram was not at home, but his wife was. She put
everything inside the house. When Tukaram returned, he asked,
“Where did all this come from?”’ His wife said, “Shivaji regards
you as his guru and this is his dedication.” Tukaram said, “I
think only of God. Who will take care of all this? It will be a
burden for me.”

One of Shivaji’s soldiers was standing outside, so Tukaram
said, “Take all this away. I don’t want it.”” When Shivaji saw the
saint’s spirit of renunciation he was greatly moved. He went to
Tukaram, and, clasping his feet, said, “Sir, I want to be your
disciple.” Saint Tukaram said, “No, you should go to Saint
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Ramdas if you want Knowledge of God.” So Shivaji became the
disciple of Ramdas.

Saints come to show the way. They themselves are a model.
Tukaram’s exemplary life impressed Shivaji, who was thus able
to receive Knowledge from Ramdas, who was the spiritual master
of the time.
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Thousands of fish are caught in nets. However, if there is just
one hole in the net, many can escape. Similarly, within us there is
a ‘net’ which absorbs knowledge, and if the hole of ignorance
forms in it, then whatever knowledge we have gained will escape.
Lord Krishna explained to Arjuna, “You may read all the
scriptures and worship all the deities, but all these actions are
useless without spiritual Knowledge.”

Our duty is to worship the supreme God within. Saint Kabir
said, “My mind is Mathura, my heart is Dwarika, my body is
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Kashi”. The body has been described as a temple in which the
soul resides. We should also worship in this temple. The soul
makes its home within the heart. What is soul? A part of God:
Ishwar ansh jiv avinashi——Because the soul is a part of God, it is
indestructible.” We must worship and adore the soul. St Kabir
said that the words of the saints are mysterious, and not easily
understood. Someone who understands sees God. The words of
saints are not easily understood and are usually interpreted by the
intellect. You should understand what they are really saying.

Saints tell us to break the bondage of materialism, but we are
free only in the worldly sense nowadays. The soul is enclosed by
the three active forces of Nature—sar (purity), raj (passion or
activity) and zam (inertia), and is drawn into incarnation after
incarnation due to illusion and the impressions left by previous
actions. How can such a soul be called free?

Space is inside a bottle. When the bottle is closed, that



186 THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE

element which is boundless becomes bound, because the bottle
has dimensions within which the space is trapped. When the
bottle is broken, however, it has no more restricting dimensions

Similarly, through the power of spiritual knowledge, we
have to break through the three attributes of Nature. Only then
can the soul be free. 'We have to emerge from the bondage of
maya to gain spiritual freedom, to realize Knowledge and
perforen desireless actions. The saints always emphasize the value
of receiving Knowledge. By the power of Knowledge the bondage
of the three attributes is broken.
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Once, a hunter caught some parrots and was taking them
away. On his way he met a saint who asked, “Where are you
taking these parrots?” He said, “I’'m going to market to sell
them.” The saint said, “‘Sell them to me.”

The saint then taught the parrots to say, ‘“The hunter will
come, he’ll spread his net, he’ll throw some seeds, but don’t get
caught.” After the parrots had learned this, he set them free.
They returned to their flock and taught the others. Gradually all
the parrots learned to say it.

One day, that same hunter came along and, hearing the

parrots, thought that he would never be ablé to catch any of them.
He returned very depressed. The saint saw him and asked what
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vas wrong. The hunter told him, “Nowadays those birds are very
:lever. They know how I'm going to catch them.”

The saint said, “That’s not so. Spread your net and see.”
The hunter said, “Sir, they are telling each other not to get
caught.” The saint said, “Cast your net again and see.”

So the hunter went back to the forest and cast his net.
Chanting, “the hunter will come, he’ll spread his net, he’ll throw
some seeds, but don’t get caught,” all the parrots flew right into
this net and were caught.

We are like that. We talk, but we don’t act accordingly.
Finally, however, everyone has to come before God, and be
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We cannot call any material thing .. tchitanand —truth,
consciousness and bliss. Only the soul can be called that. We
cannot find these qualities in wood or stones.

If a person becomes concentrated in spirit, he will
automatically experience that bliss. Bliss comes when the mind is
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concentrated. If it is not concentrated, then even if we are
listening to sweet music we will not enjoy it fully. If the mind is
centred we will have a beautiful experience.

If you are not hungry and you are given dry bread to eat, you
will throw it away. But if you are very hungry and that same
bread it given to you, you will gladly eat it. It will seem wonderful
because you are concentrated on it.

If you have nightmares you do not sleep well. If your mind is
restless and tense, your whole body is tense. Even if your bed is
made of gold and the sheets are silk, you cannot sleep properly
with a tense mind. Only a tranquil mind is peaceful, and a
fluctuating, unstable mind causes tension.
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Clouds shower rain equally on all places but the rain;water
doesn’t remain on the mountain peaks. It flows downwards and
collects in ponds and lakes. Similarly, when great souls come to
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show the true path to humanity, they shower their love and
Knowledge equally upon all. There is no place where their sweet
and holy message does not reach. But that message cannot stay on
the mountaintop of pride. It flows into the lake of devotion and
stays there. So to receive the benefit of the message of the great
souls, we should not be like a mountain, but like a lake.

We read in the Gita, “Go to the realized souls, prostrate
before them and humbly ask for Knowledge. When the saints are
pleased with your service, they will bestow the Knowledge on
you.” However, those who teach the Gita are arrogant in their
learning. How can they bow to anyone? Socrates said the real
knower of soul knows that he knows very little. Similarly, if you
have read all the world’s scriptures, so many other types of books
remain to be read. If you are well-versed in the Vedas, then so
many Upanishads remain to be read. If you know Hindi, then
English, Sanskrit and other languages remain to be learned. We
should understand that the more we learn the more remains to be
learned and the less we actually know. But if we take the shelter
of .the living spiritual master, we can get that Knowledge
‘knowing which nothing remains to be known.’ To gain this we
have been born many times.

Sl

o e = N o o T
U0 S Vv

GV
= N & =
| 5 4 _rxzm_v\w
O 7 Al
C—z i




190 THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE

Moses saw God in the burning bush. He had an experience,
and then he came down to speak about it. He asked God, “What
shall T tell the people? How shall I tell them whose message I
bring?”’ So Jehovah said, “You tell them, ‘I am that I am,’ and ‘I
am that I am’ has sent you.”

A person says, “I am a writer”, or “I am a sannyasi,” or “I
am an actor”’. Everyone talks like this. For example, the same
piece of gold can be made into a ring, a bracelet, or a necklace.
These are separate forms, but the gold remains gold. In other
words, everyone says, “I am me,” “I am a writer”, etc. but
actually what am ‘I’? We don’t have that realization; we don’t
know that essence.

Jesus came after Moses. He went to John the Baptist and
said, “Baptize me.” John said, ‘“No, you should baptize me.”
Then Jesus said, “Let it be done; you baptize me.” So John went
into the river and baptized Jesus, initiated him. The Bible says,
“The heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and lighting upon him. And a voice
from heaven saying, ‘This is My beloved Son.” . So Jesus had an
experience. He said, “God is Light and in Him there is no
darkness.”

Like the divine Masters, we also have two eyes, two hands,
and two feet, but what is that unique thing, that difference
between us and them? What can we gain from them? You may
say, “They had an experience of God. That is the difference. We
don’t have that experience, so we are ordinary people.”

What did Lord Krishna give to Arjuna, what did he teach
him, after which Arjuna said, “Lord, I called you my friend, I
called you my companion. Please forgive me.” Whoever receives
Knowledge has a direct experience. Lord Krishna then says, “I
am giving you the supreme Knowledge, the sovereign science,
which is directly experienceable, enjoyable to practise and
eternal.”

You may say that this sounds very fine, but what it is? We
say that God is formless and beyond the senses, so how can we
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experience this? There must be some science, some path to
experience this. So we have to search for that path.

All the great souls had a message. What was it? You should
experience God, search for God. The Bible says, ‘“The Kingdom
of heaven is within you.” To experience that you have to be born
again. Any religion you study will tell you that religion is
realization. What is religion? It is the experience of God. Anyone
who has that experience understands the mystery of religion. A
person who doesn’t have that experience says, “I belong to a
Hindu family, therefore I am a Hindu,” but he doesn’t
understand the secrets of his own religion.

So awaken that consciousness within you, so that you know
and realize God ‘practically. If God exists, but I cannot
experience Him, then what is the point of being devoted to Him?
It is a matter of practical experience.
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Swami Dayanand Saraswati set out in search of spiritual
knowledge. He wanted to know ‘Who am I?’ He had studied the
four Vedas thoroughly but still was not satisfied. He set out in
search of a guru. Finally he heard about Swami Birjanand, a great
saint. History tells us that Swami Birjanand was blind from birth.
Vid, the root of Veda, means ‘to know’. What was that knowledge,
that veda, which Swami Birjanand knew and which had nothing
to do with being able to see, and which the eyes cannot read?

If God can be realized by reading, then how did God exist
for Surdas, the blind poet-saint? How did he realize God? But
God is beyond the senses. God is Truth, consciousness and bliss.
When people sing a prayer called Arei, they say, “You are
invisible to the senses and You are the Lord of the breath.” Do
people ever think about what they are saying? If God cannot be
seen with the eyes, if He cannot be touched by the hands, if He
transcends intellect and mind, and yet is the Lord of all beings,
how can He ever be known?

Science has progressed so far that man has reached the
moon. But has science been able to bring us peace of mind? No.
Modern man has made all kinds of progress, but have we realized
truth, consciousness and bliss? If it cannot be experienced, why
do the Vedas and other scriptures all glorify God?

To solve this dilemma, Swami Dayanand set out to meet
Swami Birjanand. It was night when he reached the Swami’s
house. He knocked on the door and Swami Birjanand asked,
“Who are you?”” Swami Dayanand said, ‘ Master, if I knew who I
am, I wouldn’t have come to you at this hour of night.”

What kind of knowledge did Swami Dayanand receive from
Swami Birjanand? Swami Dayanand could read the Vedas, and
he also wrote commentaries. So why did he have to go to Swami
Birjanand?

Swami Vivekananda was very learned, while his spiritual
master, Shri Ramakrishna Paramhansa, was illiterate. What did
Shri Ramakrishna teach him that Vivekananda, although well-
educated, had not been able to learn? Even though Vivekananda
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was an intellectual, he was ignorant of this Knowledge. Swami
Dayanand was well-versed in the four Vedas, so what was that
secret knowledge, what was that veda which Swami Birjanand
taught him?

Everyone has two eyes to see the beauty of this world. We
can see each other, but we can’t see our own faces. You have to
use a mirror to see your face. Similarly, we don’t know our Self.
The spiritual master acts as a mirror. He can show us what we
really are. Swami Vivekananda and Swami Dayananda by
themselves could not find out who they really were. Even they
had to go to a spiritual master. By the grace of the master they,
through Knowledge, saw and realized God.

Everyday you read in the newspapers about murders, violence
and quarrelling. Why does this happen? Because humanity lacks
peace. People are not peaceful within themselves. Peace is not a
physical thing: it should be in the heart. When does someone find
peace? When he receives spiritual Knowledge.

The true saint wants to establish peace in the land. By
spreading truth he teaches the lesson of equality. In the fellowship
of the saints, the educated and the illiterate, the rich and the poor
all sit together and listen to spiritual discourses. Hindus, Muslims,
Sikhs and Christians sit together to listen to the truth. The saints
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don’t just talk about truth; they also give the practical realization of
it. By the inspiration of the saints, Knowledge can be understood.
Without inspiration, Knowledge cannot be known. Therefore,
only through the company of saints can real peace, happiness and
equality be achieved.

If you see me writing a letter, you will ask to whom 1 am
writing. I must write the person’s name. If you write a letter, you
must address it, otherwise it will not reach its destination.
Similarly, the letter of meditation must have an address. Did you
ever wonder what you are meditating on? If you know the address,
you will also know the destination.

A very learned person came to me and said that he performs
yagyas (sacrifices to the sacred fire) and chants the gayarri mantra.
When he was asked the meaning of this mantra, he replied that
God is omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient, and he
interpreted bhargo devasya dhimahi as ““O God of Light, I meditate
on You.” So Isaid, “This is your interpretation. Please tell me how
you meditate and on which light do you meditate?” He was
actually astonished by this question. If he had Knowledge he
would definitely have been able to tell me how he meditates. But he
said, “Maharaj Ji, it is formless, so how can anyone meditate on it?
It is beyond words.” I said, “If it is beyond words and mental
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repetition, how do you know it?” He then said, ‘“No, it is nirgun,
attributeless.” I asked, ‘“What does that mean?”’ He replied, “You
tell me.” I explained, “Ni means no and gun means attribute. Pure
consciousness alone is nirgun.” Hesaid, “No, it doesn’t mean that.
It means, ‘that which is beyond attributes’. ” I asked, “If
something is beyond qualities, how can it again acquire attributes?
You and I are a combination of sat, raj and tam, the three qualities
of Nature, so something that is attributeless is dwelling within
these three attributes. So how does it exist within these three
attributes? How do you know that it is attributeless?”

Actually, people are just observing rituals. They don’t
attempt to cxperxence reality
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Draupad1 was the wife of the Pandava brothers, heroes of the
Mahabharata War. When she was wagered and lost in a bout of
gambling, no one came to her aid. Then she remembered the
Lord. With complete surrender she prayed, “Lord, now I depend
on You.” Then the Lord came and saved her from disgrace and
humiliation. He said, ‘‘Draupadi, when you were in trouble, why
didn’t you call on me first? If you had, then no power on earth
could have forced you here.”
Draupadi said, ‘“‘Lord, what could I do? When that wicked
Duryodhana grabbed me by the hair and dragged me into the
middle of the assembly, I thought, ‘My husbands are sitting here; .
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Dronacharya and our other teachers are here. Maybe they can do
something.”” Then I saw that they sat motionless. So I called on
all the members of the assembly in the name of decency and
honour, but they just hung their heads.”

Finally, Draupadi remembered Lord Krishna. Even though
he was about 400 or 500 miles away from there at the time, he saw
what was going on. When Draupadi started to meditate on him,
on the Holy Name, he protected her by making her sari endlessly
long. Duryodhana pulled and pulled and pulled but the more he
pulled, the longer her sari became, and he couldn’t reach the end
of it.

Stories like this tell us that there is a God, there is a power
that protects. If a person remembers Him constantly, that power
protects him.
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If a person does not eat food for some time, he can still
remain alive. Staying alive does not depend on food. If he doesn’t
drink water it will be more difficult for him, but he can still stay
alive. But if a man does not breathe, he cannot live, What is the
life-energy in the breath? What is that breath of life which is the
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Lord of all creatures? What is it that creates and sustains human
beings and all other creatures?

That life-breath must be realized. We should know what that
power is which can make an unconscious thing conscious. If this
energy, this soul, this Word of God, enters a non-living thing, it
becomes living, aware. If that energy leaves a living being, the
creature dies.

We have to search for God; we have to search for this energy.
We have to realize what it is. Divine Masters come again and
again to explain it to us, so we should try to understand, and for
understanding, it is necessary to listen attentively to satsang.

When any divine master comes into the world, free souls
come too, just to play their part. Tulsidas was one such soul.

It is said that once Emperor Akbar said, “I have heard about
the greatness of Tulsidas. He has done some great miracles. I
want to see some.”” When summoned, Tulsidas came and said, ““1
am a devotee of God, and whatever I do, I do for Him. I don’t
show miracles to kings, and in any case, I can’t do miracles.”
So the emperor said, “Very well. Show me God.” Tulsidas said,
“That is not in my hands. It is up to God to whom He wants to
show Himself.” The emperor told his guards, “Put him in
water.” He was put in water coming from the same place as the
water supply for Old Delhi.
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He started praying to God. When a devotee is in danger, the
Lord sends help. So, it is said that at that time an army of
monkeys arrived and besieged the entire city. They tore at
people’s clothes and wrecked the palace. The citizens were
frightened and confused. They went to the emperor and said,
“Tulsidas has been imprisoned in the same water used for Old
Delhi. That is why this is happening.”

Tulsidas was brought before the emperor, who begged
forgiveness. Tulsidas said, “Those monkeys were my Lord’s
army. If you want to see Him, just put me back in the water.”
The emperor said, “If I do that, my entire kingdom will be
destroyed.” After that, Akbar left Old Dethi and built a new city.

Such opposition and struggle often come in the lives of great
souls, but they always stayed totally devoted to God. They were
even prepared to give their lives for others.
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Dhanna Jat was a simple man. Once a priest told him, *“Take
this stone image of Krishna and worship it. First of all, you have
to feed the stone. Without feeding it, don’t feed yourself.” For
three days Dhanna Jat was offering food but the statue wasn’t
eating. In our case we would say, ““Oh, it’s only a statue. How will
a statue eat?” But Dhanna Jat’s love was so intense, that it was
beyond reason. And God is beyond reason! So he thought,
“Maybe God is very busy and that is why He is not coming.
Maybe Krishna has many other appointments.”

But after three days he began to get angry. He took a stick
and said, “Okay, Krishna. If you won’t come down here, I'm
going to beat you!” And Krishna quietly came, manifested
himself, and ate the food. As he was about to finish the entire
meal, Dhanna Jat stopped him and said, ‘“Leave something for
me! Don’t eat everything!”

Such is the intensity of love. That intensity even caused the
energy in the stone to manifest. And these people are called mad.
But everybody is mad: some people are mad after women, some
are mad after wine, some are mad after money. Spiritual people
are mad after God. Everybody’s mad! You can choose to be mad
after God or mad after the world. You have a choice.
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People say, “We want to see miracles.” But I think the
greatest miracle is that we have this human body. Without this
body, no one can do any miracles. This is like the climax, this is
the peak. Just imagine the dust of the ground formed in this way,
experiencing, talking, listening, seeing different things. It’s the
biggest miracle; it’s just amazing.

So this is the greatest temple, the highest temple, and once
we know thai energy within us, we can worship it in the temple
we have; we can actually experience that power. And for that we
need something which can actually provide us with insight. God
has given us eyes, but we cannot see our own faces. We need a
mirror to see our own face. In the same way, in this world, to
actually learn spirituality, to know who we are, what we need is a
mirror, a teacher. The teacher tells us and shows us who we are,
and then we begin to see that. And that is why the guru-disciple
relationship started a verv, verv long time ago.
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Saint Kabir said, “If your mind is free you are bound; if
your mind is bound ycu are free. If in this state you do action,
you won't be affected by it.” He who considers himself to be free
and independent is actually bound. He whose mind is bound by
the thread of Knowledge, by peace. is actually free, he really is
independent. He is not the doer of action. He does action but
does not consider himself to be the doer. He is liberated from the
consequences of action. But he who believes that he is doing
action becomes bound by the fruits of that action. He who thinks,
“I am doing everything,” who is egotistical about it, will receive
the fruit of that action. He will not be liberated by that action, but
bound. But he who acts without considering himself to be the
doer, and instead considers himself to be only an instrument,
cannot be bound by the results of an action. This means that he is
free.

To cure his disease a patient goes to a doctor, but he won't
benefit by just seeing the doctor. He must describe his symptoms
and ask for medicine. The doctor will examine him, prescribe
medicine, and give him.strict instructions. If after taking the
medicine his condition does not improve, the patient will return to
the doctor. Then the doctor may say, “When I gave you the



‘202  THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE

medicine I imposed some dietary restrictions. You didn’t follow
them, so you are not getting cured.”

We suffer from the disease of a restless mind. To be cured of
this we have to go to a saint and ask for the medicine of peace,
which'is spiritual Knowledge. Saints give this medicine, but if we
don’t observe the restrictions that necessarily are part of the cure,
we won’t get any benefit. We must observe moderation. If we don’t
do this, we let this chance slip through our fingers. But if we follow
the instructions, our disease will be cured. The first and foremost
thing is to abstain from maya, from worldly temptations. Saint
Tulsidas said, “The spiritual master is like a doctor, who gives the
medicine of Knowledge. We should have faith in Knowledge and
abstain from worldliness. Then we can be confident of liberation.”

Once Dronacharya wanted to examine his students in
archery. He placed an image of a bird on a tree and told all the
students to aim at it. Before letting each one shoot, he asked,
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“What do you see?” Each one replied, “I see you, I see the other
competitors and I also see the tree.” Then he asked Arjuna, who
replied, “I see only the bird’s eye and nothing else.” When Guru
Dronacharya gave the order to shoot, all except Arjuna missed
the target, whereas Arjuna hit the target right in the eye.

If a person has Knowledge and is devoted, automatically his
mind becomes steady in its aim. He does not concentrate on
worldly things and is not subject to pleasure and suffering. At the
time of death as he leaves his body his mind is fixed on God.

When a soldier aims at a target, his rifle must be completely
steady. If the rifle shakes, he will miss the target. This also applies
to a devotee. If his mind goes to Bombay or Calcutta or to his
home, how will he hit the target? How can he progress spiritually if
he has an unsteady mind? It is most important that the mind be
steady.

In the Gita, Lord Krishna, describing the greatness of
Knowledge, says that when a man reaches an ocean or a lake, he’s
no longer interested in a small pond. To explain this further, he
says that those who receive spiritual Knowledge don’t rely on the
Vedas any more. '

‘ How far does our intellect reach? As far as the small ponds, 1
think. If you judge objectively how far your experience of peace
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extends, your inner voice will say that it is as limited as those
small ponds. You haven’t yet reached the ocean. You should leave
the small ponds and try to reach the ocean. The soul can give us
mor< joy than we can imagine, but we only will know that by
experiencing it, not by mere discussion.

Various types of delicious food can be placed -before
someone, but if he doesn’t eat, his stomach will not be filled.
Similarly, everything we do is externally-oriented, but all these
activities are useless if our minds are restless.

During the American
entire mountain, brought in machinery and started mining. This
went on for an whole year, but he didn’t strike gold. Finally he
decided to sell the mountain because it was unprofitable. He
advertised in the newspapers that he had a mountain believed to
contain gold for sale.

A stranger came along and offered to buy it. The owner was
very pleased. The terms were settled and the contract was drawn
up. Then the previous owner felt guilty and decided that he’d
better tell this person that there really was no gold in the
mountain. So he confessed everything, but the other man bought
the mountain anyway.
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After some time, the new owner struck gold. The man who
had sold the mountain was very distressed and asked, ‘“How did
you find gold? For one year I tried but it took you only a few
days!”” The new owner said, ‘“You were a fool. The gold was only
five feet further down. If you had kept digging, you would have
found it. But you gave up, so now you are the loser. I kept trying
so I found the gold.”

This also applies to us. If we stop practising, if we stop our
spiritual digging, then we can't realize the spiritual treasure
within us. But the devotees who kept on digging throughout their
lives, who kept diving into the depths, found it. So first and
foremost, we should constantly meditate and dig deep - within.
Lord Krishna’s command was to constantly meditate. But
because of some inner weakness, people do not understand.
When _do we get rid of weaknesses? When we make an effort,

A 3
when we labour. Striving is necessarv in the path of devotion.

if you don’t meditate on God you’il be meditating on your wife or
your girlfriend or your son or your job. These objects of
meditation are temporary; they will soon pass away. But if you
meditate on God, if you meditate on the Word of God, then
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nothing can harm you. Through meditation, you can merge in
God, and you can experience the bliss which is within us.

We should not be inhibited. We should come forward to
have and to share that experience which is already within us, and
which is to be manifested. It is like a magnet. That magnet can
only exhibit a force when it is brought in contact with an iron
piece. In the same way, we can experience that spiritual
magnetism when we function like an iron piece and go before a
spiritual magnet. A preceptor, or a spiritual teacher, is like a
spiritual magnet. He imparts the spiritual vibrations which we
can perceive if our hearts are pure. If you are pure, then you shall
find God. And really, we must be pure in heart; we must do pure
deeds
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Many people in India believe in Hanuman. There are even
more temples dedicated to Him than to Lord Rama.

Once, Sita said to Hanuman, ‘“You have served us very well,
and I am very pleased with you.” She gave Hanuman a pearl
necklace. He took it and started pulling it apart. People saw this
and said, “He is breaking that valuable necklace. How can a
monkey know what is valuable!”” They asked him, “Why are you
breaking such a valuable thing?” Hanuman replied, “I am
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looking for God in it.”” People said, “How can God be in this
necklace?”” Hanuman replied, ““God lives in the hearts of all, so I
am looking for Him.” Someone asked, “Isn’t God in your heart,
too?”” Hanuman replied, “Yes, He is,” and the story goes that he
opened up his heart and showed everyone Rama and Sita there.

Doctors also open up hearts. Do they see God there? So
what does it mean that Hanuman, by tearing open his heart,
showed everybody the Lord?

Saint Kabir said, “Draw aside the veil and meet your
Beloved; God dwells in every heart.” Nowadays, many ladies in
the East don’t wear the veil. Does that mean that they have met
God? No. So first of all we have to understand what that veil is
and how to remove it. It is not easy to understand what the saints
say. To understand their secrets, we have to associate with them.
He who understands their mysteries will see God. The first step
in the ninefold path of devotion expounded by Lord Rama is
association with the holy. Then we can understand the intricacies
of their words..
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Blessed are those who have understanding. Even in common
day-to-day living it is the man of understanding who matters.
Understanding has a wider connotation. The deeper the
understanding of a person, the higher is the level of his.
consciousness. The understanding of the world around us soon
makes us feel that there is a permanent substance under all that is
fleeting and passing over. Without permanent substance, even
the temporary fleeting phenomena perceived through the senses
are not understandable. They also exist because of it. Therefore,
the highest level of understanding is to understand the highest
substance, that is, the permanent in the impermanent, the
intransient in the transient, the infinite in the finite. Men of such
understanding are called the wise men in this world.

The Knowledge revealed to you is essentially the knowledge
of the permanent in the impermanent, which is known as the pure
consciousness. The petals of consciousness, which are so tender
and sensitive; intelligent and all-knowing, pure and innocent,
remain closed without this Knowledge. With this Knowledge, the
blossoming of the consciousness to its natural extent starts taking
place. This is the real revolution, the only revolution which
spiritual people work for. All other revolutions bring changes
only, but this revolution brings transformation. All other
revolutions are collective, social and political, but this revolution
is individualistic. And the real revolution starts with the
individual.
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Once there was a devotee who read that Lord Ganesh is the
greatest deity of all, so he decided he’d better worship him. He
installed an image of the deity in his house and followed the
prescribed rituals. He offered food. One day, while he was
carrying on his worship, a mouse came and carried off a sweet.
The devotee thought, “If Lord Ganesh cannot protect his own
sweets, how will he protect me?”” He concluded that the mouse is
more powerful than Ganesh, and started worshipping it. Many
mice came and ate sweets.

One day a cat came there, pounced on the mice and killed
one of them. The devotee thought, ‘“The cat is greater than the
mice. I should become a devotee of the cat.” That very day he
installed an image of a cat and started worshipping it. Many cats
came around and he fed them milk and sweets.

One day, a dog came to the shrine. It barked when it saw the
cats, frightening them away. That devotee thought, “The dog is
greater than the cat, so why shouldn’t I worship the dog?”” When
he started worshipping dogs, the dog had the free run of the
house.

One day, the dog went into the kitchen and starting eating
something. The devotee’s wife got angry and hit the dog. It
yelped and ran away. The devotee thought, “Even greater than
the dog is my wife!” So he began to worship his own wife.

As sometimes happens in domestic life, the husband and
wife had an argument, and he slapped her. Then the idea
occurred to him, “I slapped her so I must be more powerful than
her burt didn’t know it.”

Similarly, the infihite power of God is within you. That
power sustains the whole universe. Those who have known it say
that the same energy which moves the atom also moves each and
every human being. A car moves only if there is an engine inside
it. What is the engine within us that makes us move? We have
forgotten but we have to know it. We have to realize this engine.
The true spiritual master gives us the knowledge of that engine,
of that energy. That Knowledge is not bound by any religion. It is
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all-pervading and the essence of all, but only a human being can
realize what it is.

Radios run on electricity. The radio station transmits signals
which the radio receives. It needs electricity to do that. A car needs
petrol and oil. To stay alive a person needs food. Similarly, to
become worthy of God’s grace, we have to do something. We have
to stay firm no matter how often the worldly illusion tempts us.

Aruni was adisciple living in his master’s ashram. One day the
master said, ‘‘Aruni, my boy, go and see if the water is entering the
fields properly, because the level of the river has risen.” Aruni
went to inspect it and saw that a section of the riverbank was
broken and too much water was flowing into the field.

He tried to stop it with stones and mud, but this didn’t work.
Finally, he lay down across the breach and stopped the leak. He lay
there all day, because if he stood up the water would again burst
nto the field.
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When he did not return, his master became concerned and
started looking for him. He found Aruni lying there and said,
“What are you doing?” The disciple humbly answered, ‘‘Master, I
tried several times to dam up the water. This was the only method
that worked. Otherwise, the field would’ve been badly damaged.”
The master said, “Is this field worth more than your life?”” He was
extremely pleased by his beloved disciple’s spirit of service and
self-dental. This is how Aruni became worthy of his master’s grace.
To become worthy, a disciple must do something. There is a
saving, “God helps those who help themselves.”

It 1s said, “*Saints are very benevolent. Just like the clouds
bring rain, saints bring the gift of Knowledge and extinguish
others’ distress”’. When the ground heats up, clouds form. When
the clouds cool, rain falls. They give the gift of coolness; they
make everything cool like themselves. This same quality is in
saints. Shri Ramakrishna gave spiritual insight to Swami
Vivekananda, and then Vivekananda worshipped him. He made
Vivekananda like himself. Today, Indians worship Hanuman as
well as Lord Rama, because Lord Rama didn’t make him a mere
servant, he made him like himself. Saints and divine personalities
have the ability to make men into gods. They awaken the divine
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qualities within us. Then a man is not just a man; he becomes a
saint.

Once, Angulimal, a robber, accosted Lord Buddha and said,
“Give me whatever you have.” Buddha said, “I don’t have
anything except spiritual Knowledge.” Angulimal said, “I don’t
want your Knowledge. Give me your clothes and bowl.”” Buddha
said, “Very well. I’ll give you everything, but first do one thing:
break off one leaf from this tree and give it to me.” Angulimal
pulled hard on the branch and the whole branch broke off.
Buddha said, “I said to pick only one leaf, but you broke off the
whole branch. Put this branch back on the tree.”” Angulimal said,
I can’t stick this branch back on the tree.”” Buddha said, ““If you
can’t do such a simple thing, how can you bring back to life all
those people you have killed? If you cannot bring them back to
life, what right do you have to kiil them?”

When Angulimal received Knowledge, a great interest in
meditation arose in him. He changed completely. He took the
refuge of Lord Buddha, received Knowledge and became a saint.
He spread the Knowledge to many places.

Saints bestow the great Knowledge that elevates a person
and makes him great. Thus it is said, “‘A saint makes you like
himself:”” A saint takes the lowest of the low and makes them like
himself.




Stories and thoughts 213

A man is his father’s son, but that doesn’t mean he remains
only a son. He can also be a father to his own sons. There is a
mystery in this that you should understand. In the Gita, Lord
Krishna told Arjuna, “In the beginning I gave this Knowledge to
Vivasvan.” At that time, the Lord was in his eternal, absolute
form. When he came as Krishna, to maintain the spiritual
tradition, he served his guru, Sandipan.

Arjuna surrendered to Lord Krishna, saying, “I take refuge
in You. I don’t know what is best for me. Please tell me what I
should do.”

The Lord said, “I will give you that eternal, self-existing
Knowledge.” When he gave Knowledge of the soul to Arjuna, he
assumed the role of Guru, and devotees believe in him thus. As
the Lord, he came to establish the true and eternal religion, and is
worshipped thus.

When obstacles come in the path of devotion, when devotees
are confused and the right path is not being shown to them, the
Lord manifests. A tree is not made from a seed; it manifests. The
tree is present in the seed. God has all power. When
unrighteousness dominates the world, and religion becomes
perverted, that Supreme Energy, having all powers, manifests
and He propagates His own Knowledge.
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The Lord comes to the devotee who serves sincerely and
desirelessly. Samarth Ramdas had a disciple who was very
innocent and simple. Ramdasji said to him, ‘I have to go away for
a few days. Take care of the temple. Look after the Lord’s daily
routine as carefully as you perform your own. There should be no
difference.” The devotee said, “I will do that.”

In the morning, the devotee brought a water pot and said,
“Lord, it’s time to go to the bathroom.” His heart was so pure,
and his devotion so sincere, that the Lord was enchanted by his
innocence and simplicity. He could not help but obey. If a
devotee loves Him, God automatically loves him.

So that devotee was doing all his duties, and the number of
saddhus coming to the temple was increasing. So the devotee said
to God, “‘See, I can’t serve You properly. I need help.” So he said
to a statue of Hanuman, ‘“Hanumanji, what’s the use of just
sitting here all day? Please turn the wheel of the mill.” So
Hanuman himself appeared, saying, ‘‘If the Lord Himself obeys
this devotee, why shouldn’t 1?”

In other words, true devotion dwells in the heart of a sincere
and selfless devotee. Lord Krishna said, “If someone offers Me
even water or a leaf with sincere love, I manifest Myself to receive
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If we stand beneath a tower, we can see for a short distance.
If we stand on top of it, we can see the entire city. We can see it
all. Knowledge is like a tower. After receiving Knowledge, a
person stands on top of the tower of spirituality from which he
can view all religions. He can perceive the truth in all religions.

After reaching the top of this tower of Knowledge, we really
can see the whole world. We can understand all the scriptures and
theories: we can understand what all the saints and divine masters
were saying. But if we remain standing at the base of the tower we
will never be able to see. We will see very little. We won’t be able
to see what is in front and what is above. This tower of
Knowledge is essential for everyone, and we should climb it.
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Once I asked a priest, “It is written in Saint John’s Gospel,
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and
the Word was God.” Could you please tell me what that Word
is?”” He said, “That Word is Christ because Jesus was the son of
God.” Then I asked, “How can it be that the son existed before
the father? Because in the beginning was the Word. If we believe
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that the Word was Jesus Christ, then the meaning is that Jesus
Christ was in the beginning. How can it be that the son is born
before the father?”” Then the priest said, “No, no. The Word is
the Bible.” So it means that he believed that the Bible was that
Word which was in the beginning. But the first book of the Bible
describes the Creation. If the Bible itself is a creation how can it
describe the Creation and how can it be in the beginning? This
means that it is ridiculous to say that the Bible is that Word.

Knowledge of the Word is the gift of the saints. It is the
origin of everything. We cannot pronounce that. It is within you.

Jesus Christ was fasting for forty days. Satan said to him,
“Tell God to turn these stones into bread for you.” Jesus replied
that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
God utters in him. We are alive, aren’t we? That means that God
is speaking that Word within us. To know this we have to become
introverted. When you become introverted, the Knowledge will
be revealed to you. That Knowledge is eternal, it cannot be
destroyed. When you go within, you will see that this Knowledge
is inside, not outside. You will know what that Word is which
keeps you alive. Saints come again and again into this world to
give the holy gift of Knowledge.
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Once a sculptor made two identical statues. He brought
them to the king’s court and said, ‘I challenge anyone to tell me
the difference between these statues, even though they look
alike.”” The king and the courtiers examined them, but couldn’t
find any differences. They were exactly the same in weight and
colour. They were exact duplicates of each other. There didn't
seem to be any difference at all. So the king proclaimed that
anyone who could find the difference would be highly rewarded.
So people started coming, and they said a great deal about these
statues. They evaluated and praised them, but nobody could tell
the difference between them.

Finally one person came, and thought, ‘There must be a
difference.” So he asked the king to get him some thread. He
inserted the thread into the right ear of one statue and it came out
from the lett ear. He then inserted the thread into the right ear of
the other statue, but all the thread went into the stomach of the
statue. So he found the difference.

So even though human beings might seem to be alike—they
could appear to be very intelligent, they could be exactly the
same, but the difference is that one may hear and never think
about what he hears, while another person hears and digests it; he
hears and lives it. So the first quality of a person who is treading a
spiritual path is that he should listen to holy discourses, then
think about that then live it. This is the first criterion for
becoming a spiritual being.
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Most religions and sects preach that God is within, that the
body is the house of God. So if God is within us, why should His
Name and Form be somewhere else? They must also be within us.
Do we ever search for Him there? What is His Name and Form?
‘Name’ means something to be known, and ‘form’ is something to
be seen. God has simply become a topic of discussion, but actually
His Name and Form must and can be experienced.

I am sitting here. Are my name and form separate from me? If
I close this envelope and send it to Bombay, will my name and form
reach there also? No, because my name and form stay with me.
Similarly, if God is within us, then His Name and Form must also
be within us. If you want your child to come to you, first you will
call his name, and then automatically he will come. This same
principle applies to the path of devotion. The relationship between
a name and its possessor is everlasting. They cannot be separated.
When we call God’s Name, when we meditate on the Holy Name,
then the possessor of the Name automatically comes to us. It is’said
that the relationship between Name and Form is extremely
intimate, in the same way as heat and light exist together within
fire. The relationship between the Name and the referent is so
intimate, that when we call the Name, the possessor Himself
appears before us.




Stories and thoughts 219

Once, some milkmaids complained to Yashoda, Krishna’s
mother, “Your son is eating dirt.” So Yashoda grabbed Krishna
and said, “Are you eating dirt?”’ He said, ‘“‘No, mother.” She
said, “Yes, you are! Open your mouth!” The Lord closed his
mouth tightly, so Yashoda forced it open. Then what did she see?
Within his mouth she saw suns, moons, galaxies, all the universes
and creations. She was totally confused, and thought, ‘I can’t be
seeing all this! Is this my child? How did all this get into his
mouth?’” The Lord saw that his mother was afraid, so by his
power of illusion he made her forget everything. She only
remembered that he had eaten dirt, and she scolded him.

We enjoy the story but we don’t understand its significance.
If thousands of worlds were inside the Lord’s mouth, then what
1s inside us? Within us are also thousands of universes, but we
don’t know. This subtle microcosm is projected as macrocosm in
galaxies and solar systems. In the centre of the solar system the
sun functions as a nucleus, and the planets revolve around it. In
the centre of the atom is the nucleus around which the electrons
revolve. Whatever is outside is also within. The saints said that
whatever is in the external universe is also in the inner realm.
Therefore we have to become introverted, we have to dive within.
This is called meditation.
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Once someone asked me, “Why do you talk about realizing
Knowledge? Everyone says that if you teach a child from the start
to do good work and to speak the truth, he will be able to acquire
knowledge wherever he goes.”

I replied, “Imagine there is a closed, dark room which is full
of dust. Will the dirt be cleaned out first, or will the light be
turned on first?” He said, ‘“You will have to turn on the light
first, because you can’t see the dirt in the dark.” So I said,
“Right. You were saying that we should first speak the truth,
clean the dirt, and then attain knowledge. It’s the other way
around. First have knowledge, turn on the light within yourself,
and then automatically you will come to know everything. Then
you will really be able to clean your heart. If this does not happen,
the darkness will never be removed and the Light will not sh'ne.”

So first, receive Knowledge.
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Once there was a royal minister who had many bad habits,
one of which was taking bribes. Finally the king got fed up
because so many people complained, so he told the minister, “I’m
going to post you near the harbour and your job will be to simply
sit there and count the waves.” So the minister went to the
harbour and every day he would sit there, count the waves and
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write the numbers down.

One day, the prince’s ship returned from a foreign country.
As his ship was entering the harbour, the minister stopped it and
told the prince, “You cannot enter the harbour.” The prince
asked why. The minister replied, ‘‘Because my job is to count the
waves, and if your ship comes into the harbour it will disturb all
the waves so that I cannot count them. So you cannot bring your
boat inside.”

The prince was very puzzled, and thought, ‘I am supposed
to be a prince, and this fellow is stopping me from entering my
father’s harbour?’ “Very well,” said the prince, “I’ll go to my
father and get an order.” The prince obtained a royal decree,
which was, ‘STOP NOT, LET HIM GO. He brought this to the
minister and said, “Now let me go into the harbour.” The
minister said, ‘““No, I can’t let you through. This decree says,
‘STOP, NOT LET HIM GO.

So words can be twisted and changed. If Knowledge could
be transcribed on a piece of paper, then it could be twisted, it
could be mutilated. That is why Knowledge is given to a living
soul by a living soul, and this makes it a living Knowledge of
God. It makes the Knowledge alive. If you transcribe anything
into books, it makes it dead.
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Now people should meditate because the times are very bad.
The world is passing through a great crisis, and the crisis begins
with I. It’s all I-ness: I for Iran, I for India, I for Iraq—it’s all a
crisis of I. So all must meditate, because the power of
concentration is so great that if people want to help themselves
and mankind, simply by the power of concentration and by
positive forces we can eliminate the negative forces. Otherwise,
there is no way out.

Many prophets have predicted calamity and destruction, and
many predictions have turned out wrong because through
concentration, through Knowledge and through positive forces,
people have been evading those catastrophes. But if the negative
forces increase, there is no way out. To a certain point we can
avoid, but the whole fight is between the forces of light and the
forces of darkness. What is day and night? It is a fight between
night—darkness—and light. At night we sleep, we close our eyes,
and in light we wake up. People who live in light will be awake,
and people who remain in darkness will sleep—they’ll become
unconscious. And the people who simply imitate others will have
a lot of problems, because one must know reality for himself.
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There are four types of sound. Three emanate from the
diaphragm, throat and lips, and the fourth is beyond speech. We
use the first three in speech. What is that sound beyond speech?
To understand this we must go beyond the first three sounds. To
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know this transcendental sound, we have to find a realized spiritual
master. A master is important, because he gives Knowledge and
shows the path to liberation. Life has no time-guarantee on it.
Therefore, take advantage of this opportunity to receive true
Knowledge.

When a body dies, where does the sou] go? If soul is
everywhere, how can it leave? The point is, first of all you have to
understand that soul is not everywhere. Let me explain it to you.
If a bottle is open, the space inside the bottle is infinite. When the
bottle is closed, that space inside becomes finite. In the same way,
when we have a soul in a body, that soul is bottled up, it is closed,
in a way. Even though it is infinite, still that soul is limited,
completely caged by the attributes of nature, the three modes of
prakriti—in scientific terms you could say electron, proton and
neutron. So the soul is caged, even though it is infinite. When the
soul is released, or when through meditation we break the
bondage of the attributes, then it becomes omnipresent, it merges
with the infinite. When a drop of water merges in the ocean, it
becomes absolute; you can’t separate it. But before that, it is
separated. In the same way, due to this prukriti, due to this
darkness, we have been separated. The difference between our
consciousness and God’s consciousness is only one step. It’s only
one step.




